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Our Graduates in Music

This booklet chronicles the careers, achievements, and activities of our music major graduates 
and those non-majors who have continued significant involvement in music. It is evidence of a 
strong and prosperous network of Gustavus musicians in a tremendous variety of careers and music 
activities: performers, composers, professors, music educators, music therapists, conductors, church 
musicians, sound designers, authors, presidents, CEOs, ministers, attorneys, actors, producers, 
software engineers, bankers, psychologists, consultants, and business owners.

The qualities and characteristics that define Gustavus Music are found here from the emphasis on 
the individual to the role of music in the liberal arts.  For these graduates who continue the pursuit 
of a more artistic performance, elegant composition, groundbreaking book or article, and stunning 
presentation, music is an indispensible part of their lives.

Researched and compiled by Rick Orpen, Music Department, 2013

Special thanks to Al Behrends, Director of Fine Arts Programs; Anna Deike, Graphic Designer/
Production Manager; Neely Prenzlow, Director of Design Services; and Steve Waldhauser, Director 
of Editorial Services, Office of Marketing and Communication.
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1891
Dr. Carl Seashore 
gustavus.edu/psychology/Epilogue/Seashore.html

•   Psychology Major
•    Ph.D. in Psychology, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut
•   Dean of the Graduate College, Faculty Member and Chair of the Psychology Department, University of Iowa, Iowa 

City, Iowa
•    Pioneer in Psychology in America, most recognized for the Seashore Tests of Musical Ability
•  Served as church organist and choir director at Swedish-Lutheran church, Mankato, Minnesota

1932
Ingrid (Pearson) Voss

•   Music and English Majors
•   Master of Library Science, Columbia University, New York, New York

1940
Juanita (Dahlberg) Marotta

•   Music and History Majors
•    Master of Science in Botany, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota

1941
Eunice (Nordin) Gordon

•   Music and English Majors
•   Master of Arts in Music, Smith College, Northampton, Massachusetts 

1945
Constance (Nelson) Walker

•   Music Major
•    Master of Science in Clinical Social Work, Smith College, Northampton, Massachusetts

1946
Phyllis (Anderson) Gillson

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois

1947
Cecile (Carlson) Ellis

•   Music Major
•    Master of Education in Music Education, North Dakota University, Grand Forks, North Dakota

1948
Willard Johnson

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois
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Phil Knautz
archives.gac.edu/cdm/search/collection/p15292coll2/searchterm/Knautz

•   Music Major
•   Master of Music, University of Texas, Austin, Texas
•   1954-1980 Director of the Gustavus Choir
•   1980-85 Director of Fine Arts Programs
•   Chorus Director and Dean, American Legion’s Minnesota Boys State
•   Director of Saint Peter and Mankato Barbershop choruses

1950
Gale Skold

•   Music Major
•    Master of Science in Educational Administration, Saint Cloud State University, Saint Cloud, Minnesota 

1951
Louise (Bold) Bergman

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, Columbia University, New York, New York

Dorothy (Johnson) Lutz
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, Eastman School of Music, Rochester, New York
•    Master of Fine Arts in Piano Performance, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Piano Teacher, Saint Peter, Minnesota

Marian (Odberg) Olson
•   Music Major 
•   Music Educator
•   Member: Minneapolis Police Band and 2011 Synod Senior Band

Dr. Ken Samuelson
•   Engineering Major
•   D.D.S. in Dentistry, Washington University, Saint Louis, Missouri
•   Violinist: Idaho Falls Symphony, North Idaho Symphony, and Four Chairman Symphonette

1952
Elmer Ackermann

•   Music Major
•   Director of Music, Peace United Church, Shawano, Wisconsin

Dr. Ellis Jones
•   Economics and Business Management Majors
•   Doctor of Education in Economics and Business, University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, North Dakota
•   1958–1998 Emeritus Professor of Economics and Management, Gustavus Adolphus College, Saint Peter, 

Minnesota
•   International Director of the Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu Association.
•    Director of Saint David’s Day Welsh Hymn Festival, Christ Chapel, Gustavus Adolphus College, Saint Peter, 

Minnesota

Marold Strand
•   Music Major
•    Master of Business Administration, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
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1953
Dr. Walter Thomas Atcherson
iagenweb.org/boards/johnson/obituaries/index.cgi?read=239879

•   Music Major
•   Ph.D. in Music Theory, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana
•   Professor of Music, Gustavus Adolphus College
•    1964-1995 Emeritus Professor of Music Theory, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
•   Music Theorist, Composer, Author, French Horn Teacher

Lois (Bratt) Genis
•   Music Major
•   Masters in Education, University of Massachusetts, Lowell, Massachusetts

Miriam (Zimmerman) Giannone
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts, Eastman School of Music, Rochester, New York
•   Violin and Viola Performer and Teacher

(John) Jack Graber 
•   Music and History Majors 
•   Master of Arts, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Navy musician
•   Band Director and Librarian, Richfield Public Schools, Richfield, Minnesota
•    Member: JustThree Brass, Minneapolis Brass, Senior Synod Band and Jammers Band
•   Active Twin Cities jobbing jazz musician

The Rev. Beverly (Jacobsen) Nestingen-Lundeen
•   Music and English Majors
•   Master of Divinity, Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•    Master of Education in Special Education, Saint Cloud State University, Saint Cloud, Minnesota

Donna (Olson) Nystuen
•   Music and English Majors
•    Master of Arts in Music Education, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado

1954
Roger Hanson

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado
•   Roger Hanson Art, Publish America

Carolyn (Gooder) Towley
•   Music Major
•   Master of Science in Nursing, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah
•   Organist for several Episcopal churches

1955
George Boberg

•   Music Major
•   Master of Science in Music Education, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, Illinois
•   Master of Music in Percussion, Manhattan School of Music, New York City, New York
•   Emeritus Professor, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas
•   Head of Percussion Department, Acting Director of Bands, Conductor of Lawrence Chamber Players
•    Free-lance New York City Percussionist: Manhattan Percussion Ensemble, famed Paul Price Percussion Quartet, 

Group for Contemporary Music, and Seventh Army Band in Stuttgart, Germany
•   Author “Multiple-Option Cadences” and “Jazz-Rock Cadences” Alfred Publications



Jackie Carlson 
•   Music Major
•   Career in Music Education
•   Performed in 2011 Synod Senior Band

Marilyn (Brust) Johnson
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, Eastman School of Music, Rochester, New York

1956
Anders Björling

•   Economics and Business Administration Majors
•   Owner, Swedish Kontur Imports, Saint Peter, Minnesota
•   1962-1998 Controller of Gustavus Adolphus College
•   Björling Recital Hall is named for his father, Jussi Björling, proclaimed by many as the greatest singer of all time
•   Anders has presented many talks on his father across the country and is very active in the Jussi Björling Society

Phyllis (Sletten) Dalager
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Piano Performance, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, South Dakota
•   Organist and Homemaker

Tom Engquist
•   Music Major
•   Music Teacher, Waterville Senior High School, Waterville, Minnesota
•   Interim Director of American Swedish Institute Male Chorus
•   Performed in 2011 Synod Senior Band, and sings and plays in five more groups

Beverly Matson Gustafson
•   Music Major
•   Visiting Instructor, Early Music and World Music Specialist, Gustavus Adolphus College (1978–Present)
•   Master of Fine Arts, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois
•   National honoraries Sigma Alpha Iota and Pi Kappa Lambda
•    Music Teacher, public and parochial schools in Minnesota and Iowa, and schools for Army dependents in Germany 

and Japan
•   Former Member of Rochester Symphony Orchestra, Rochester, Minnesota, and Mankato Symphony Orchestra 

(Flute) 
•   Pianist, Rochester Ballet Company
•   Performed with Concentus Musicus of Minnesota (Renaissance winds, vils, keyboards)

Dr. Wayne Johnson
•   Music Major
•   Bachelor of Science in Chemistry, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida
•   Bachelor of Divinity, Augustana Seminary, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
•   Doctor of Medicine, University of Miami, Miami, Florida

Rolf Mohwinkel
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Music Teacher and Band Director, Buffalo High School, Buffalo, Minnesota
•   50-year Member of National Association of Music Education
•   School Board Member: Buffalo-Montrose-Hanover, Buffalo, Minnesota

Ruth (Chell) Oliphant 
•   Music Major
•   Director of Children’s Choirs, Normandale Lutheran Church, Bloomington, Minnesota
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Paul Peterson
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Counseling, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado

Robert Villesvik
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts, Minnesota State University–Mankato, Mankato, Minnesota

1957
Emily (Backlund) Cole 

•   Music Major
•   Organist and Choir Director, Zion Lutheran Church, Muscatine, Iowa

1958
Jeanine (Lundahl) Olson

•   Music Major
•   Organist, First Lutheran Church, Pipestone, Minnesota

Dr. Mary Ellen Young
•   Music and English Majors
•   Ph.D. in Music, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•    Vice President for Education for the Symphony Guild of Jacksonville, Florida. Lectures on Eastern Thought and has 

collaborated with local pianists on programs on women composers of the 19th century
•   Pre-performance talks: Jacksonville, Florida Theater’s live MET HD transmission from New York City 

1959
Dr. Paul Engebretson

•   Biology Major
•  Doctor of Medicine, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Family Physician, Alexandria, Minnesota
•   Leader of two Glenn Miller-type bands in Alexandria, Minnesota and Sun City West, Arizona
•   Community band member
•   Father of John Engebretson, Gustavus Adolphus Music Faculty
•   Wife and mother, Linda, is a 1960 graduate

Benjamin Johnson
•   Music Major
•   Emeritus Professor, Saint Cloud State University, Saint Cloud, Minnesota
•   Member, Minnesota Center Chorale, Saint Cloud, Minnesota

David Olson
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, Minnesota State University-Mankato, Mankato, Minnesota

Arlys (Rosenquist) Spurlin 
•   Music Major
•   Music Teacher, Des Moines Public School, Des Moines, Iowa 

Karen (Anderson) Willhite 
•   Music Major
•   Volunteer Music Coordinator, Open Arms Early Childhood Center
•   Organist, Chapel of Peace, Minnesota Veterans Home, Minneapolis, Minnesota



1960
Eileen (Johnson) Delk

•   Music Major
•   Private Piano Studio

Dr. Marian (Nelson) McCollum
•   Music Major
•   Master of Education in Educational Leadership, Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan
•   Ph.D. in Music Education, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan
•   Elementary Music and 7th grade Language Arts Teacher

The Rev. Paul Tidemann
gustavus.edu/philosophy/files/tidemann.pdf

•   Philosophy and German Majors
•   Master of Divinity, Lutheran School of Theology, Chicago, Illinois
•   Retired Pastor, Saint Paul-Reformation Lutheran, Saint Paul, Minnesota 
•   Coordinator, Tidemann Transcultural Initiative
•   Member: Community Band, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Suzanna (Wasgatt) Johnson
•   Studio Art Major
•   Watercolor Artist
•   Member, Minnesota Center Chorale, Saint Cloud, Minnesota

1961
Nancy (Hunziker) Herforth
youtube.com/watch?v=1oyLusiVlD4

•   Music Major
•   Master of Fine Arts in Music, New England Conservatory of Music, Boston, Massachusetts
•   Private Voice Studio
•   Junior and Youth Choir Director/Voice Teacher, The Reformed Church of New Paltz, New York
•   Nancy Herforth Day

Mary Beth (Longe) Malloy
•   Music Major
•    Former owner of Malloy Custom Pianos (piano disc player system, converts acoustic pianos into high-tech 

computerized player pianos)

Walter Wright
•   Music Major
•   Arranger and Singer: Rochester Male Chorus, Rochester, Minnesota

1962
Jonathan Chell

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Sacred Music, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas
•   Retired professional Church Musician
•   Substitute Choir Director and Organist, Northern Illinois Synod
•   Part-time Director of Music Ministry, Illiana Metropolitan Community Church, Rockford, Illinois

Dr. David Christiansen
•   Music Major
•   Ph.D. in Psychology, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, South Dakota
•   Private Practice Psychologist

GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS COLLEGE     9
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Dr. Diane (Kolander) Loomer
•   Mathematics Major (deceased)
•   Bachelor of Music in Music Theory, Minor in Voice, British Columbia, Canada
•   Honorary Doctorates from the University of British Columbia (2011) and Gustavus Adolphus College (2012)
•   Recipient of the Order of Canada
•   Internationally recognized as one of Canada’s leading musicians
•   First woman to conduct the National Youth Choir of Canada
•   1990 Healey Willan Award for Service to Choral Music in British Columbia
•   1994 YWCA Vancouver’s Woman of Distinction for Arts and Culture
•   Awarded the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal in 2002 for significant contribution to Canada’s culture
•    2010 Recipient of the Association of Canadian Choral Communities’ Distinguished Service Award in recognition of 

her work promoting Choral Music in Canada
•   2004 Distinguished Alumni Award, Gustavus Adolphus College
•   Artistic Director and founder of Chor Leoni Men’s Choir
•   Co-founder and Conductor Emerita of Elektra Women’s Choir
•   Founder and Conductor of EnChor Chamber Choir
•   Composer and Arranger, choral compositions published and recorded internationally
•   Music Faculty, University of British Columbia and Douglas College

1963
Paul Conrad

•   Music and Physics Majors
•   Master of Arts in Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Betty (Ehrich) Lappe
•   Music Major
•   Private Piano and Organ Studio

Daniel Malloy
barkingapple.com/websites/danmalloypianos/pianosforsale.html

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
•   Owner, Dan Malloy Specialty Pianos and Restoration
•   Composer, Cantata “Way of the Cross”

Karen (Katz) McCarville
•   Music Major
•   Director: Sweet Adeline’s Chorus
•   Private Piano Studio

Lillian Tan 
•   Music Major
•   Master of Music, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana
•   Emeritus Professor, and Music Department Chair, University of Wisconsin–River Falls, Wisconsin
•   Piano and Music History Teacher, University of Wisconsin–River Falls for 40 years
•   1981 Soloist with the Taipei Century Symphony, Sun Yat Sen Hall
•   Taught in Taipei in 1981 and in Taichung at the Summer Institute in 1988

1964
The Rev. Judy (Swenson) Dummer-Myers

•   Music Major
•   Master of Divinity, United Theological Seminary, New Brighton, Minnesota

Gloria (Krenz) Kenow
• Music Major
•   Director of Music, Good Shepherd, Owatonna, Minnesota



Vicki (Krenik) Hedlin
• Music Major
•   Director (retired) of Iowa Youth Chorus
•   Board Member, Des Moines Symphony, Des Moines, Iowa
•   Owner with husband Larry, Hedlin Agricultural Enterprises, West Des Moines, Iowa

Karen Larvick
•   Music Major
•   Master of Fine Arts in Music, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin
•   Professor of Music in Piano (retired), Eastern Illinois University, Charleston, Illinois
•   Adjunct Faculty, Lincoln University, University of Missouri Columbia Music Department
•    Author, Girl’s Education in Tanganyika Vol. 27 of Student Project for Amity Among Nations, published by 

Gustavus Adolphus College
•   Private Piano Studio, Jefferson City, Missouri

Jane (Chelgren) McFadden 
•   Music Major
•   Handbell Director, Composer, and Arranger
•   Adjunct Professor of Handbells, Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, Ohio
•   Organist, Christ Lutheran Church, Bexley, Ohio

John Nurmi
•   Music Major
•   Master of Science in Music Education, United Theological Seminary, New Brighton, Minnesota

Jon Romer
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
•   Associate Professor of Voice/Choral Music, Gustavus Adolphus College (1971–1990)
•   Native American (or First Nations) Wooden Flute Expert
•   Music Director, Leech Lake Tribal College, Cass Lake, Minnesota
•   Music Teacher, Bug-O-Nay-Ge-Shig School
•   CD Recording, Flute Voices of Native Americans
•   2010 Artist Initiative Grant, Minnesota State Arts Board

1965
Olene (Hanson) Bigelow

•   Music Major
•   Area Director of the International Masonry Institute (building preservation), Maple Grove, Minnesota
•   1964–1965 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Dr. John Floreen
•   Music Major
•   Master of Science, School of Sacred Music, Union Theological Seminary, New York, New York
•   Doctor of Musical Arts, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
•   Professor of Music at Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey
•   Conductor, Rutgers Chorus
•   Recipient, numerous fellowships, grants, and three Fulbright Scholar Awards for music research in Austria
•    American Choral Directors Association Award for Excellence in Research and Editing for edition of Hummel’s Mass 

in B-flat, Oxford University Press
•   Conducted choirs and taught conducting, Sichuan Conservatory of Music, Chengdu, China
•   Member: Music Panel, New Jersey State Council on the Arts
•   CD Recordings, Westminster Choir College’s Oratorio Choir, Princeton, New Jersey
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David Jordahl
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
•   Associate Emeritus Professor of Music, University of Wisconsin-Fox Valley, Menasha, Wisconsin

Marlyce Pedersen
•   Music Major
•   Master of Fine Arts, Union Theological Seminary, New York, New York
•   Music Director, First Presbyterian Church, Tequesta, Florida
•   1964–1965 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

1966
John Rebischke

•   Music Major
•   Former Music Director, Saint Anthony Park United Methodist Church, Saint Paul, Minnesota

1968
Kathleen (Ruthenberg) Bryant

•   Music Major
•   Project Manager, General Dynamics Information Technology, Silver Spring, Maryland
•   1966–1967 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Carol (Palmquist) Grimmer
•   Music Major
•   North Mankato, Minnesota
•   1967–1968 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Jean (Magnusson) Nye
•   Music Major
•   Master of Science in Early Childhood Education, Minnesota State University-Mankato, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Master of Theology, Lutheran School of Theology, Chicago, Illinois

Bobette (Woehler) Schauer
•   Music Major
•   Retired Music Teacher, Gibbon-Fairfax-Winthrop Schools, Winthrop, Minnesota

Arvid Zenk
•   Music Major
•   Master of Business Administration, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah

1969
Anne (Larson) Fritsche

•   Music Major
•   Piano Teacher, Rochester, Minnesota

Elizabeth Heppner
•   Music and Physical Education Majors
•   Master of Arts, University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, Colorado

Shirley (Borg) Re
•   Music Major
•   Teacher’s Aid, Pierce Elementary, Brookline, Massachusetts
•   1968–1969 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Rachel (Moberg) Stark
•   Music Major
•   Piano Teacher, Northfield, Minnesota
•   1968–1969 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College



John Wall
•   Music Major
•   Organist and Choir Director, Emerson Congregational United Church of Christ, Richfield, Minnesota

1970
Steve Hoernemann

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Co-Department Chair, Band and Orchestra Director, Brebeuf College Preparatory School, Indianapolis, Indiana
•   1968–1969 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Dr. Christine (Bendell) Hutton 
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, University of Illinois, Evanston, Illinois
•   Doctor of Arts in Music, University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, Colorado
•   Agent, State Farm Insurance Companies

Janice (Femrite) Larsen
•   Music Major
•   Piano Teacher, Hastings, Minnesota

Bonnie Lindgren
flcsf.org/staff_directory

•   Music Major
•   Master of Music, Augustana College, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
•   Director of Carol Choir, First Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
•   Director, Motion Choir, volunteer group of third and fourth grade girls from Carol Choir 
•   Author, Children’s Service “From the Children”
•   Vocal Music Teacher, Sioux Falls elementary schools for many years

Nancy (Yard) Long 
•   Music Major
•   Activity Director, Morningside Heights Care Center, Marshall, Minnesota
•   1969–1970 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Dr. Byron Schwab
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Doctor of Education Administration, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Music Teacher: Senior High, Junior High and Elementary schools in Cottage Grove, Minnesota 
•   Principal, Pilot Knob Elementary School, Eagan, Minnesota
•   Principal, Greenwood Elementary School, River Falls, Wisconsin

Nancy (Knox) Wellington
•   Music and Biology Majors
•    Author of Yugoslav Folk Music, Volume 46 of Student Project for Amity Among Nations, published Gustavus 

Adolphus College
•   Choral Accompanist, Monroe High School, Monroe, Wisconsin
•   Organist/Choir Director, Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, Beloit, Wisconsin
•   Spanish Language Teacher, Elmwood School System, Elmwood, Wisconsin
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1971
Susan Johnson
www.youtube.com/watch?v=mJ4LVPL8phI

•   Music Major
•   Choir Director, Sigourney Community Schools, Sigourney, Iowa

Ron Olsen
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Band Director, Irondale High School, New Brighton, Minnesota
•   Developed one of the most renowned marching bands in the country, the Marching Knights
•   1970–1971 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Constance (Baer) Youngdahl
anoka.k12.mn.us/education/staff/staff.php?sectionid=29595&

•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Education, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota, Winona, Minnesota
•   Music Teacher, Coon Rapids Middle School, Anoka-Hennepin Independent School District, Coon Rapids, 

Minnesota

1972
Vail (Rollings) Belgard

•   Music and Business Majors
•   Advertising Assistant, The Land Magazine, Garden City, Minnesota

Dr. Doug Dungey
mankatofreepress.com/local/x1938325049/40-years-of-City-Mouse

•   Music Major (deceased)
•   Member: City Mouse and Lost Walleye Orchestra, Mankato Minnesota

Victoria (Johnson) Goplin
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Adjunct Faculty, Education Leadership, Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   1971–1972 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Donna (Jacobson) Peterson
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Music Teacher CTE/GLE, Centennial Independent School District, Circle Pines, Minnesota

Roberta (Nyberg) Shimensky
hilltopumchurch.org/about.html

•   Music Major
•   Bachelor of Science, Music Therapy, Arizona State University, Phoenix, Arizona
•    Music Director and Organist, Hilltop Gospel Choir and Chancel Choir, Hilltop United Methodist Church, Salt 

Lake City, Utah
•    Retired Faculty Member: Westminster College, Salt Lake City, Utah, Women’s Choir, Chamber Singers, Chamber 

Orchestra, and Piano Instructor
•   Private Voice Studio, Sandy, Utah
•    Assistant Conductor/Pianist, Kennedy Center Imagination Celebration of Salt Lake, world premiere of Libby 

Larsen’s opera Dreaming Blue, 2002; Conducting Fellow, Dennis Keene Choral Festival 2000-03; Guest 
Conductor, Salt Lake Symphony; Utah Opera Chorusmaster, Madama Butterfly, 2001; Member, Utah Opera 
Chorus

•    Keyboardist for the former OPUS Chamber Orchestra and Salt Lake Symphony; Accompanist for Utah Opera’s 
“Opera-in-the-Schools”



(William) Billy Steiner
mankatofreepress.com/local/x1938325049/40-years-of-City-Mouse

•   Political Science Major
•   Sales, Radio Mankato
•   North Mankato City Council Member, Fifth consecutive Four-Year Term
•   Vocalist and Harmonica Player; City Mouse and Lost Walleye Orchestra, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Minnesota Music Hall of Fame 2002 Inductee
•    Founder, City Mouse, 2007 Inductee Mid America Music Hall of Fame; 2008 and 2012 Favorite Music Group, 

Mankato Free Press Readers Choice Award

1973
Johnny Broughton

•   Music Major
•   Lithonia, Georgia

John Cornell, Esq.
•   Music Education Major
•   Doctor of Law (Juris Doctor), William Mitchell College of Law, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•    Master of Business Administration (in progress), University of Saint Thomas-School of Business, Saint Paul, 

Minnesota
•   Underwriting Counsel, Old Republic National Title Insurance Company, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Former Music Director of numerous church choirs, English Handbell Choirs, and instrumental ensembles

Teresa (Hayes) Crowley
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Occupational Therapy, Saint Catherine University, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Occupational Therapist, Worthington Independent School District, Worthington, Minnesota

David Erickson
•   Music Major
•   Brooklyn Center, Minnesota

Cheryl (Holm) Frie
•   Music Major
•   Oakdale, Minnesota

Adele (Gunvaldson) Giusto
will-learning.com/pastcourses.html
will-learning.com/courses.html

•   Music and Biology Majors
•    Master of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies, Keyboard Performance and Psychology, Western New Mexico 

University, Silver City, New Mexico
•   Music Teacher and Pianist, Cobre Consolidated Schools, Silver Lake, New Mexico
•   Western Institute for Lifelong Learning, Organ exploration course
•   Assistant Treasurer, Grant County Community Concert Association, New Mexico
•   Keyboard Teacher and Public School Music Teacher
•   Performer and Coordinator; Good Shepherd Recital Series
•   1972–1973 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Joanne McConnell-Barnes
songu.com/yearbookNew/index.aspx?ID=2751
lessonrating.com/joannemcconnell-barnes

•   Music Education Major
•   Piano and French Horn
•   Graduate study emphasizing Orff and Kodaly, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Elementary School Music Specialist
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Kelvin Miller
•   Music Education Major
•   Vice President Public Relations, Event Management, Promotions, Lifetouch, Incorporated, Eden Prairie, Minnesota

Wayne Morris
•   Music Major
•   Instrumental Music Teacher, Kenyon/Wannamingo Independent School District, Wanamingo, Minnesota

Muriel Selen
•   Music Major
•   Bachelor of Arts in Hospital Administration, Saint Scholastica, Duluth, Minnesota
•   Transcription Automation Specialist, Essential Health, Duluth, Minnesota

Marcia Stephens
ameripriseadvisors.com/marcia.l.stephens/profile/

•   Music Major
•    Master of Library Science, Master of Business Administration in Accounting, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 

Minnesota
•   Associate Financial Advisor, Ameriprise: Richard G. Gerczak, Arden Hills, Minnesota

Kristine (Herbst) Webster
•   Music Major
•   Soil Tester and Bookkeeper, Webster Excavating, Incorporated, Ellsworth, Wisconsin
•   Personal Banker, Associated Bank, Ellsworth, Wisconsin

1974
Paula Beth Anderson

•   Music Education Major
•   Associate in Science/Nursing, University of Bridgeport, Bridgeport, Connecticut
•   Graduate study in Health Administration, Hofstra University, Hempstead, New York
•   RN Staff Nurse, Hennepin County Medical Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota

James Corbett
•   Music Major

The Rev. Molly Doreza
•   Music Major
•   Master of Divinity, Nashotah House Episcopal Seminary, Nashotah, Wisconsin
•   Lutheran Studies, Lutheran School of Theology, Chicago, Illinois
•   Pastor, Vernon Evangelical Church, Mukwonago, Wisconsin

Kenneth Hamrum, Esq.
martindale.com/Kenneth-L-Hamrum/757197-lawyer.htm

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts, Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana
•   Doctor of Law (Juris Doctor), University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
•   Attorney, Kenneth Hamrum Law Office, Morris, Minnesota

Janet Johnson
•   Music and Nursing Majors
•   Patient Education Specialist, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota

Jean Johnson
•   Music Major
•   Director for Worship and Music, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Pianist, Singer, Choral Director



Dr. Claudia (Evarts) Kittock
•   Music Education Major
•   Ph.D. in Education/Music/Child Psychology, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•    Professor of Psychology, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota and Anoka-Ramsey Community College, Cambridge 

Campus, Minneapolis, Minnesota

The Rev. Steven Kottke
•   Music Major
•   Master of Business Administration, Shenandoah University, Winchester, Virginia
•   Master of Divinity, Lutheran School of Theology, Chicago, Illinois
•   Senior Pastor, Grace Lutheran Church, Dodgeville, Wisconsin

Anne Lind
dermatology.wustl.edu/content/lind.html

•   Music Major
•    Assistant Professor of Pathology, Instructor in Clinical Medicine, Director of Dermatopathology Fellowship 

Training Program, Washington University Medical School, Saint Louis, Missouri

David Linder
•   Economics and Business Management Majors
•   Owner and President, Business Music, Limited, Duluth, Minnesota
•   Family owned, commercial electronics, sound and music systems business

Marci (White) Martinson
•   Music Major
•   Resident Assessment Instrument (Nursing) Coordinator, State of Minnesota

Deborah (Gilbertson) Oberschelp
•   Music Major
•   Executive Director, Park Ridge Civic Orchestra, Chicago, Illinois
•   Owner, Affordable INTERIORS by Deborah, Chicago, Illinois
•   1973–1974 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Paul Torkelson
paultorkelson.com

•   Music Major
•   Farmer
•   Minnesota State Representative 2008-Present

Ellie Vandenberg, Esq.
•   Political Science Major
•   Juris Doctor, Law, Hamline University, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Owner, Senior Partner, Vandenberg Law, Volga, South Dakota
•   Church Organist and Pianist

1975
Barb (Johnson) Anderson

•   Music Major
•   K-5 Music Teacher, Shoreview, Minnesota

Rich Aulie, Sr.
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, University of Denver, Denver, Colorado
•   High School Band Director, Crosby/Ironton Independent School District, Crosby, Minnesota 

Robert Churchill
•   Music and Social Science Majors
•   Director of Music, Organist, Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Dallas, Texas
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Byron Hanson
•   Music and Business Majors
•   Director of Food Service and Deli, Lund Food Holdings, Incorporated

Elizabeth Anne (Park) Jeddeloh
•   Music Major
•   Piano Teacher
•   1974–1975 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Connie (Martin) Johnson
•   Music Major
•   Kindergarten Teacher, Humble Independent School District, Humble, Texas

Toyo (Yanari) Lang
•   Music Major
•   Violin Teacher, Minneapolis Public Schools, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
•   1974–1975 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Deborah (Hanson) McMurray
contentpilot.net/OurTeam/DeborahMcMurray

•   Music Major
•   Master of Music, Honors, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan
•   CEO and Strategy Architect of Content Pilot LLC
•   2008 inductee into the Legal Marketing Association’s Hall of Fame

Kristin Peterson
•   Music and Philosophy Majors
•   Music and Philosophy Instructor, Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College, Cloquet, Minnesota
•   Lyric Opera of the North, Duluth, Minnesota

Pamela Peterson
•   Music and Mathematics Majors
•   Systems Software Engineer, UNISYS Corporation, Blue Bell, Pennsylvania

Timothy Pofahl
•   Music Major
•   Territory Sales Engineer, RT/Dygert International, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dr. William Skoog
•   Music and Theatre Majors
•   Master of Arts in Voice Performance, University of Denver, Denver, Colorado
•   Master of Arts in Conducting, University of Denver, Denver, Colorado
•   Doctor of Arts in Choral Conducting, University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, Colorado
•    Elizabeth Daughdrill Fine Arts Professor, Music Department Chair, Director of Choral Studies, Rhodes College, 

Memphis, Tennessee 
•    Conductor of various university choirs with the Toledo Symphony (Ohio), the Fort Wayne Philharmonic Orchestra 

(Indiana), the Elkhart Symphony and Chorus (Indiana), the Prague Radio Symphony Orchestra, and the Moravian 
Symphony Orchestra. He served as a featured Artistic Director and Conductor of the distinguished Lucerne Choral 
Festival, Switzerland in 2008, conducting choirs from throughout the United States with the Santa Maria Orchestra 
from Lucerne. He has conducted European premieres of works by Dave Brubeck, and has prepared choruses for Dmitry 
Sitkovetsky, Edvard Tchivzhel, Stephan Sanderling, and Giordano Bellincampi

•    Publishing credits include Music Educators Journal, Choral Journal and Cambridge Scholars Press (UK). He has 
presented at respected scholarly conferences, including Music Educators National Conference, American Choral Directors 
Association, and the International Conference on the Literature of War, Durrell School, Corfu, Greece. Skoog is a 
champion of new music, and choral ensembles under his direction have performed and premiered numerous pieces as part 
of the renowned New Music and Art Festival for Mid American Center for Contemporary Music, an international festival 
held at BGSU. They have performed compositions by Dave Brubeck, Samuel Adler, Chen Yi, John Harbison and Michael 
Cox, among others

•    Professional Singer, Robert Shaw Festival and Institute Singers under Robert Shaw, and Sir Neville Marriner, André Previn 
and Peter Schreier at Carnegie Hall



Paul Skoog
•   Music Major
•   Master of Science in Computer Science, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Master of Business Administration, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Senior Quality Analyst, Decare Dental Plan of Minnesota, Minneapolis

Karen (Lindgren) Wattnem
books.google.com/books/about/Middle_school_students.html?id=rHJaQwAACAAJ

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Master of Education in Music Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•    Author, Middle School Students: A Study of Self Esteem and Music Course Selection, University of                   

Minnesota–Duluth 1998
•   102-year family history at Gustavus

1976
Mark Carlson

•   Music Education Major
•   Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, Minnesota State University-Mankato, Mankato, Minnesota
•    Administrative Contractor, Cargill Health and Nutrition, Human Resources, Salt, Animal Nutrition, Food 

Ingredients, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Lee Dummer
•   Music Major
•   Member of famed Eastman Wind Ensemble 
•   Euphonium Soloist with U.S. Army Band, Washington, D.C.
•   Ballade by John Zdechlik was written for Lee
•    Performer: Minnesota Orchestra, Prairie Home Companion radio program, various community bands, orchestras, 

brass ensembles. Soloist with the Medalist Concert Band for the past 21 years. Lee will not accept a title, but is 
considered the unofficial Musical Director of the group

•   United States Postal Service, Systems Programmer

Marijane (Loken) Dummer
•   Music Major
•   Technology Support Specialist, Hopkins Independent School District, Hopkins, Minnesota

Kim Erickson
•   Music Major
•   Master of Business Administration, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   President and CEO, Cambridge State Bank, Cambridge, Minnesota
•   Former Member of Gustavus Adolphus College Board of Trustees

Mark Eskola
duluth.k12.mn.us/education/components/docmgr/default.php?sectiondetailid=21483&

•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Education in Music Education, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin
•   Orchestra Director, Duluth East High School, Duluth, Minnesota
•   Arranger and Composer 
•   Cellist and Bass Guitarist in a progressive rock band, the Thunder Brothers. 
•   1975–1976 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Brian Falk, Esq.
•   Music and Accounting Majors
•   Doctor of Law (Juris Doctor), University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•    Director in the Lead Tax Services Group and regional leader in the Midwest Region Bank Tax Services Group of 

Deloitte Tax, LLP
•   Accompanist, Youth Choirs, North Heights Lutheran Church, Arden Hills and Roseville, Minnesota
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Thomas Hassig 
news.blog.gustavus.edu/2010/10/15/two-alumni-honored-by-minnesota-choral-directors-association/
plsas.schoolwires.net/16852057171158227/lib/16852057171158227/Hassig%20stuff/Bio.pdf

•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Prior Lake High School, Prior Lake, Minnesota
•   High School Choir Director, Music Department Chair
•   Minnesota Choral Director of the Year 2010 (American Choral Directors Association)
•   2004 Minnesota Music Educators Association Music Educator of the Year
•   2006 State Finalist for Minnesota Teacher of the Year
•   2010 Lifetime Achievement Award from the Prior Lake Patrons of the Arts and Activities.
•   Recipient, Independent School District 719 Secondary Teacher of Excellence Award 1976

Craig Isaacson
•   Music Major
•   Partner, Roos Frick Construction, Minnetonka, Minnesota

Charlie Johnson
staplesworld.com/news/2010-05-06/Crow_Wing_Currents/Two_Pillager_School_teachers_retiring_after_34_yea.html

•   Music Major
•   Band Director and Elementary Music Teacher, Pillager Public Schools, Pillager, Minnesota 

DeAnn (Smith) Klun
•   Music Education Major
•   Band Director, Orono Middle School, Long Lake, Minnesota

Leonard Klun
•   Music Major
•   Master of Fine Arts in Music, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut
•   Master of Business Administration, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   A.A.S. Electronics Technology, Hennepin Technical College, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•      Director of Sales, Western United States of America and Asia, SANTIER, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Phillip Lee
•   Music Major
•   Bachelor of Science in Engineering, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Senior Design Engineer, Intel Corporation, Santa Clara, California

David Martens
•   Music and History Majors
•   Master of Arts in Criminal Justice, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Director of Security, Associated Banc-Corp, Green Bay, Wisconsin

Marcia (Good) Mehr
•   Music Major
•   Support Staff, Cuyuna Regional Medical Center, Crosby, Minnesota

Brian Myhr
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana
•   Vice President of Information Technology, Fairlane Financial Corporation, Plantation, Florida

Bruce Olson  
olsonsound.com/people.html

•   Music Major
•   President/Owner Olson Sound Design, Brooklyn Park, Minnesota
•    Consultant specializing in sound system, technical systems and combined audio & video production/presentation 

system design 
•   Member: Encore Wind Ensemble, the Ria Saxophone Quintet, and The Bend In The River Big Band



Shari Ann Olson
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Education in Music Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Leslyn Skog
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, Holy Names University, Oakland, California
•   School Librarian, Fairfield Suisun Unified School District, Fairfield, California

Greg Swanson
•   Music Major
•   Master of Fine Arts in Trombone Performance, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana
•    Master of Business Administration, Vanderbilt University, Owen Graduate School of Management, Nashville, Tennessee
•   Administrative Officer – Financial Manager, Vanderbilt University in Nashville 
•   Professional Trombonist
•   1975–1976 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

1977
Al Behrends

•   History, Social Science, and Education Majors
•   Director of Fine Arts Programs, Gustavus Adolphus College
•   Bassist: Echoes Big Band and Rabbit Road Jazz

Sharon (Wieman) Buckley
•   Music Major
•   Master of Science, Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California

Michael Dyser
•   Music Major
•   Neiman Marcus, Dorchester, Massachusetts

Sharon (Dahl) Eskola
•   Music Major
•   Elementary Music Teacher, Hermantown Elementary School, Hermantown, Minnesota

Betty (Serra) Falk
•   Music Major
•    Director of Alleluia Chorus and Psalter Singers, North Heights Lutheran Church, Arden Hills and Roseville 

campuses, Minnesota
•    Husband Brian is a Gustavus Music Major and accompanies the choirs. For almost thirty years, they have brought 

Christian Vocal Music Education to children

Laurel (Jursted) Gaard
•   Music Major
•   Director of Administration, Easter Lutheran Church, Apple Valley, Minnesota

Gwen (Lindell) Glaeser
•   Music Major
•   Master of Education in Early Childhood Education, University of South Carolina, Columbia, South Carolina
•   Vice President, CNL Crossland Commercial Real Estate, Orlando, Florida

Al Hawkins 
deocantamus.org

•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Science in Vocal/Choral Music Education, University of Illinois, Urbana- Champaign
•    Adjunct Professor of Music, Crown College, Saint Bonifacious, Minnesota (Voice, Music Education Methods, 

Music Fundamentals, Music History)
•   Conductor and Artistic Director of Deo Cantamus
•   Independent Marketing Director of National Companies, Incorporated, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   1976–1977 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College
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Marsha Kimble-Hawkins
•   Music Major
•   Scottville, Michigan

Sheldon Klukas
•   Music Major
•   Project Manager, United Healthcare, Minnetonka, Minnesota
•   1976–1977 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Paul Knautz
•   Music Major
•   Master of Science in Special Education, Minnesota State University-Mankato, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Master of Arts in Education, Viterbo University, LaCrosse, Wisconsin
•   Son of Phil Knautz, Gustavus Choir Director

Bruce Larson, Esq.
•   Music and Political Science Majors
•   Doctor of Laws, LLD , University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Director/Legal Counsel, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota

LuAnn (Ward) Lisell
•   Music Major
•   President, Strategic HR Solutions, Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas

Rick Lisell
•   Music Major
•   Master of Music, University of Miami, Miami, Florida
•   Chief Technology Officer, Strategic HR Solutions, Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas

Linda (Fredell) Nelson
•   Music Major
•   Master Certified Life Coach, Burnsville, Minnesota

Brenda (Baylon) Norgren
•   Music and Art Studio Majors
•   Littleton, Colorado

Doug Pavelka
•   Music and German Majors
•   Vice President Operations, International Dairy Queen Cos., Minneapolis, Minnesota

Jackie (Neeck) Peterson
•   Music Major
•    Music Therapy Certification, Augsburg College, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Assistant Vice President for Institutional Advancement and Director of Development in Institutional Advancement, 

Gustavus Adolphus College, Saint Peter, Minnesota
•  Staff Liasion, Friends of Music, Gustavus Adolphus College

The Rev. Wayne Peterson
•   Music and Religion Majors
•   Doctor of Divinity, Northwestern Lutheran Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Pastor, Saint Barnabas Lutheran Church 

Rhonda (Wojahn) Swanson
•   Music Major
•   Master of Fine Arts in Organ and Church Music, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana
•   Executive Assistant, Baptist Hospital Incorporated 
•    Assistant Organist, Accompanist Sanctuary Chorale and DOXOLOGY, First Presbyterian Church, Nashville, 

Tennessee
•   Studied in Denmark with Organist Grethe Krogh of Royal Danish Conservatory of Music



Gerry Tucker
•   Music and Accounting Majors
•   Jeff Foster Trucking, Superior, Wisconsin

Anita (Thomsen) Young
•   Music and Accounting Majors
•   Director/Field Liaison, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Jon Young
•   Music Major
•   President/CEO, Heroic Productions, Bloomington, Minnesota

1978
Bonnie (Stei) Anderson

•   Music Major
•   3rd Grade Teacher, Lake Geneva School District, Lake Geneva, Wisconsin

John Anderson
•   Music Major
•   Enterprise Architect, MassMutual, Springfield, Massachusetts
•   Freelance Bassoonist and Organist

Ginger Backus
•   Music Major
•   Music Teacher, Duluth Public Schools, Duluth, Minnesota

Brenda Rogers Bohlig
schools.district279.org/bw/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=72%3Astaff-spotlight-on-brenda-
bohlig&catid=40&Itemid=56•   Music Major

•   Master of Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Vocal Music Specialist, Basswood Elementary School, Osseo Area Schools, Maple Grove, Minnesota

John Egnell
•   Music Major
•   Senior Instructional Designer, United Healthcare, Minnetonka, Minnesota

Bruce Gaard
•   Music Major
•   Quality Assurance Engineer, General Dynamics, West Falls Church, Virginia
•   1977–1978 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Kay (Moulton) Hawkins
crown.edu/collegebound/academic-programs/faculty/kay-hawkins.html

•   Music Major
•   Adjunct Professor of Piano, Crown College, Saint Bonifacious, Minnesota
•   President, West Suburban Music Teachers Association
•   Chairperson for Guild Centers in New Ulm, Minnesota and Plymouth, Minnesota.
•   Accompanist and Pianist for Fourth Baptist Church (Plymouth) and for the musical organization Deo Cantamus

Lisa (DeYoung) Jastram
•   Music Major
•   Music Director, Gethsemane United Church of Christ, Sugar Land, Texas

Thomas Mode
•   Music Major
•   Owner, Edison Day and Associates, Eden Prairie, Minnesota
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Kris (King) Raaen
rschooltoday.com/se3bin/clientgenie.cgi

•   Music Major
•   East and West Elementary Schools, Montgomery/Lonsdale, Montgomery, Minnesota
•   Music Teacher
•   Flute, Mankato Symphony, and a quintet “Flariboneba”
•   Baritone saxophone, big band which specializes in the music from the 30’s and 40’s 
•   Church Choir, Piano and Organ.
•   1977–1978 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Mark Thomsen  
markthomsen.com

•   Music Major
•   Internationally renowned operatic tenor
•   Two-time winner of Pavarotti Award, Metropolitan Opera’s National Council auditions.
•   New York City Opera Debut Artist of the Year Award after first year in NY
•   Master of Music, Vocal Performance, Eastman School of Music, Rochester, NY
•    Performance repertoire includes the history of opera, from Cavalli, Bach, and Mozart, to Puccini, Verdi, and 

Richard Strauss, and the premieres of operas by composers such as Dominick Argento, Leonard Bernstein, Carlyle 
Floyd, and Lowell Liebermann

•    Memorable performances of recent years have included Tenors 4U concerts, a fun-filled romp as Frederic in Pirates 
of Penzance in Florida, a “Holiday of Musicals” in Guatemala City, Don Ottavio in Don Giovanni at the Lincoln 
Center with the Met, an acclaimed stand-in for Don Jose for the Chicago Lyric Opera’s Carmen, and Nicias in an 
exotic Palm Beach production of Thais

•    After spending three years in the Houston Opera Studio, he joined the ensemble, which performed Leonard 
Bernstein’s A Quiet Place at the Kennedy Center, La Scala, and Vienna Staatsoper before recording the opera for 
Deutsche Grammophon

•    Early career under the guidance of Beverly Sills at the New York City Opera, performed the title role of La 
Clemenza di Tito, Don Ottavio in Don Giovanni, Pinkerton in Madama Butterfly, and many others, including the 
premiere of Argento’s Casanova

•    Santa Fe Opera, a renowned center for progressive opera, repertoire included Flamand in Capriccio, Tamino in Die 
Zauberflöte and roles in the American Premiere of von Bose’s The Sorrows of Young Werther and Siegfried Matthus’s 
Judith. Other roles included Henry Morosus in Die Schweigsame Frau, the Steuermann in Der fliegende Holländer, 
in Strauss’s Friedenstag and Feuersnot, and other exciting world premiere performances

•    Additional companies include the Opera Theatre of Saint Louis, Connecticut Opera, Dallas Opera, Houston Grand 
Opera, Minnesota Opera, Boston Lyric Opera, Portland Opera, Opera Columbus, Opera Omaha, Spoleto Festival 
USA, and the Colorado Festival

•    European engagements include the Vienna Volksoper where he performed leading roles in operettas and Mozart 
operas and toured Japan. Later joined the Vienna Staatsoper as Count Almaviva in Il Barbiere di Siviglia. He made 
his Opéra de Nantes debut as Belmonte in Die Entfürung aus dem Serail and returned in a later season as Count 
Almaviva in Il Barbiere di Siviglia

Cathy (Petrich) Witter
blh.k12.mn.us/teacherpages/cwitter/index.htm

•   Music Major
•   Music Educator, Buffalo Lake/Hector Elementary, Hector, Minnesota



1979
Kim (Horner) Braunger

•   Music Major
•   Piano Teacher, Saint Peter, Minnesota

Leanne Ekstadt
•   Music Major
•   Master of Business Administration, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Pricing Business Analyst, Ceridian Corporation, Bloomington, Minnesota

Pat (Heal) Forde
•   Music Major
•   Elementary Music Teacher, Seneca Schools, Seneca, Wisconsin

Mark Haney
•   Music Major
•   Master of Business Administration, University of Minnesota-Morris, Morris, Minnesota
•   Senior Investment Manager, Internal Fixed, Income Group

Elizabeth (Brubakken) Manning
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in French, University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa
•   French Teacher, South Washington County Independent School District, Cottage Grove, Minnesota

Karin Marjanen
•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Master of Arts in Special Education, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Special Education Teacher, North East Metro Intermediate School District, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Gary Michaels
•   Music Major
•   Senior Loan Officer, Cendant, New York, New York

Deborah Rae (Wiese) Miller
•   Music Major
•   Elementary Music Teacher, Lakeville Independent School District #194, Lakeville, Minnesota

Larry Olson
•   Music Major
•   Spring, Texas

Christine (Larson) Schneider
willmarareaartscouncil.org/artist/christine-schneider.html

•   Music Major
•   Music Teacher, Community Christian School, Willmar, Minnesota
•   Willmar Area Arts Council 
•   Church musician, organist, and choir director
•   Private piano teacher

Susan (Elsen) Wagner
•   Music Major
•   Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
•   1978–1979 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Lorna (Anderson) Wolthoff
•   Music Major
•   Printed Music Buyer, Schmitt Music Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota
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1980
The Rev. Denise (Schmitz) Anderson

•   Music Major
•   Master of Divinity, Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota 
•   Pastor, Faith Lutheran Church, Cuba City, Wisconsin

Eric Bredeson
edina.patch.com/listings/patisserie-margo

•   Music Major
•   Owner: award winning bakery specializing in desserts, Patisserie Margo, Edina and Excelsior, Minnesota

Kristi (Johnson) Brown
•   Music Major
•   Special Education Paraprofessional, Superior School District, Superior, Wisconsin

The Rev. Brian Johnson
•   Music Major
•   Executive Director of Campus Ministries, Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Indiana
•   Chaplain, Gustavus Adolphus College 1997–2011

Bruce Lammers
•   Music Education Major
•   Senior Account Manager, MakeMusic Incorporated, Eden Prairie, Minnesota

Jan (Johnson) LeClair
•   Music Major
•   Elementary Music Specialist, Lakeville Independent School District, Lakeville, Minnesota
•   1979–1980 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Carol (Schwarz) Metz
•   Music Major
•   Music Teacher, Lakeville Independent School District, Lakeville, Minnesota

David Miller
district196.org/vms/about_us/staff.cfm
brbb.org

•   Music Education Major
•   Apple Valley Middle School, Apple Valley, Minnesota
•   Band Director
•   Master of Arts, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Member: Bend in the River Big Band

Mark Mohwinkel
brbb.org

•   Music Major
•   Physics Major and Mathematics and Music Minors
•   Master of Science in Electrical Engineering, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   3M Engineering Specialist, Tax Advisor H&R Block
•   Principal Trombone, East Metro City Orchestra, Woodbury, Minnesota
•   Member: Bend in the River Big Band

Kathy Olson
•   Music Major
•   Owner, Ambiance Gifts, Edina, Minnesota

 Kija (Gronberg) Orstad
•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Executive Director, In the Light Performing Arts Center and Flex Theater, Peculiara, Missouri

Mike Pengra



mankatofreepress.com/local/x1938325049/40-years-of-City-Mouse
•   Music Major
•   Producer of the Morning Show, Minnesota Public Radio, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Drum Set: City Mouse and Lost Walleye Orchestra, Mankato Minnesota
•    Member: City Mouse, 2007 Inductee Mid America Music Hall of Fame; 2008 and 2012 Favorite Music Group, 

Mankato Free Press Readers Choice Award

Julie Schlief
•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Horn Performance, Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan
•   Horn Instructor, Interlochen Arts Academy, Interlochen, Michigan

RitaRae Stadler-Sager
•   Music Major
•   Choir Director, Gethsemane Lutheran, Virginia, Minnesota

The Rev. Juli Sutton-Deem
•   Music Major
•   Master of Divinity, Lutheran School of Theology, Chicago, Illinois
•   Chaplain, Lakewood Health System, Staples, Minnesota

The Rev. Kathryn Reid Walker
•   Music Major
•   Master of Divinity, Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Master of Science in Community Counseling, Mount Mary College, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
•   Professional/Pastoral Counselor, Milwaukee Integrative Counseling, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

1981
Peggy (Johnson) Aanonson

•   Music Education Major
•   Elementary Music Teacher, Johnston School District, Henry A. Wallace Elementary School, Johnston, Iowa

Karin (Erickson) Boumeester
ecasd.k12.wi.us/faculty/kboumeester/?from_faculty_listing=1&l=&u

•   Music Education Major
•   Elementary Music Teacher, Eau Claire Area School District, Eau Claire, Wisconsin

Jon Cooper
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Music Education, Vandercook College of Music, Chicago, Illinois
•   Education Sales Professional, Chicago, Illinois

Lia (Andreassen) Ferrell
•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Legal Secretary, Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio
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Joel Frederiksen
•   Music Major
•   Master of Music, Oakland University, Michigan. 
•   Performance Certificate, New York University
•   International Opera, Oratorio, and Concert Bass Soloist, Recording Artist
•   2007 Star of the Year Award in Classical Musical by the Munich Evening News
•   Feature article in November 2009 issue of Classical Singer
•   Founder of renowned Ensemble Phoenix Munich  
•    World-class Lutenist playing with many of the most important Early Music Ensembles in Europe and the United States 
•    Varied careers include teaching choir in the Bronx to leading jazz ensembles in Germany
•   Performed with Waverly Consort in New York, Boston Camerata as Bass Soloist and Lutenist
•    Opera roles: Osmin, Entführung aus dem Serail, W. A. Mozart; Sarastro, Zauberflöte, W. A. Mozart; Plutone, L’Orfeo, C. 

Monteverdi; Seneca, L’incoronazione di Poppea, C. Monteverdi; Varo, Ezio, G. F. Händel
•    Roles: Vancouver Summer Festival: Plutone, L’Orfeo, Claudio Monteverdi, Stephen Stubbs, Musical Director; New York 

City: OJ Simpson, Nicole and the Trial of the Century, Anthony Newman, Composer and Conductor; Salzburg Festspiele: 
Männer, Aufstieg und Fall der Stadt Mahagonny, Kurt Weill, Dennis Russel Davies, Conductor; New York, Washington, 
DC: Anonymous Jesus, Raising of Lazarus, Frederick Renz, Musical Director; Hong Kong Arts Festival: Rolen, L’Orfeo, 
C. Monteverdi, Frederick Renz, Musical Director; New York: Mercurio, L’incoronazione di Poppea, C. Monteverdi, 
Gwendolyn Toth, Musical Director; Australia: Anonymous Courtier, Daniel and the Lions, Frederick Renz, Musical 
Director

Jody Fuller
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Liberal Arts, Hamline University, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Music Educator, American School in Japan

Neal Hagberg (1981) and Leandra Peak (1983) 
• Pre-med Major
•   Award-winning Professional Folk Duo
•   Neal is the principal Songwriter. Leandra (Peak ’83) is Neal’s spouse and professional music partner  
•   Recording Artists, 11 CD Recordings
•   Recipients of the 2002 McKnight Music Composition Fellowship for the Performing Arts
•  2005 Twin Cities’ City Pages, Leandra, Best Female Vocalist
•   Neal received the McKnight Composer Fellowship in 2010
•   Neal is Director of Tennis and Life Camps at Gustavus Adolphus College

Deb (Graber) Holmgren
•   Music Education Major
•   Band Director, Anoka-Ramsey Independent School District, Anoka, Minnesota

Rebecca (Gault) Jarvis
•   Music Education Major
•   Band Director, Rochester Independent School District, Rochester, Minnesota

Nancy (Schultz) Karas
•   Music Major
•   Homemaker

Glorianne (Johnson) Svitak
•   Music Major
•   Flute Teacher, Maple Grove, Minnesota
•   Board of Directors, Vice President Cross Community Players, Maple Grove Senior High School
•   1980–1981 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Mary (Carlson) Tornquist
•  Music Edication Major
•   Middle School Band and Choir Teacher, Lincoln School District, Detroit, Michigan



1982
Philip Belin
brbb.org

•   Music and Computer Science Majors
•   Bend in the River Big Band
•   Troll Software, General Manager, Minneapolis, Minnesota

The Rev. Susan (Williams) Berge
•   Music Major
•   Master of Divinity, Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Pastor, Knife River Lutheran Church, Knife River, Minnesota
•   1981–1982 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Mike Challeen
•   Music Major
•   Lenticular Graphics Designer at Travel Tags, Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota

Ann (Towler) Decker
•   Music Education Major
•   Music Teacher, World Learners School of Chaska, Chaska, Minnesota

Dr. Steve Heitzeg  
steveheitzeg.com

•   Music Education Major
•   Emmy Award Winning Composer
•   Ph.D. in Music Composition, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•    Recipient, 2005 Bush Foundation Fellowship, 2001 McKnight Fellowship, Meet The Composer/Reader’s Digest-

Lila Wallace Commissioning Grant, and American Composer’s Forum Continental Harmony grant, Meet The 
Composer/New York and Midwest grants, and numerous other grants and commissions

•   2000 Minnesota’s “Composer of the Year,” Minnesota Music Academy
•    2001 combined choir and orchestra of 300 Gustavus Adolphus College students premiered the Nobel Symphony. 

Commissioned by Gustavus to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Nobel Prizes, the monumental 75-minute 
work is comprised of six movements — one for each of the Prizes

•    Known for Orchestral, Choral and Chamber Music, including Ecoscores and multimedia works, written in 
celebration of the natural world 

•   More than 100 compositions, orchestra, chorus, chamber ensemble, ballet and PBS films.  
•    Compositions performed by leading orchestras and ensembles, including the Auckland Philharmonia, Atlanta 

Symphony Orchestra, Chanticleer, Daedalus Quartet, the Dale Warland Singers, Des Moines Symphony Orchestra, 
Detroit Symphony, Houston Symphony, James Sewell Ballet, Minnesota Orchestra, The Philadelphia Orchestra, 
members of The Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, Stavanger Symphony Orchestra and VocalEssence, as well as at the 
Cabrillo and Grand Teton Music Festivals

Dr. Lisa Heldke
•   Music and Philosophy Majors
•   Master of Arts in Philosophy, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois
•   Ph.D. in Philosophy, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois
•   Professor of Philosophy, Gustavus Adolphus College
•   Special interest in the philosophical significance of food.
•    Publications: Exotic Appetites: Ruminations of a Food Adventurer, Oppression, Privilege and Resistance, How 

Practical is John Dewey, and A DuBoisean Proposal for Persistently White Colleges 

Dr. Jyl Josephson
mfa.newark.rutgers.edu/faculty/jyljosephson.htm

•   Music and Political Science Majors
•   Master of Arts in Public Policy, University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland
•   Ph.D. in Political Science, University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland
•    Director of Women’s Studies and Associate Professor of Political Science, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey
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Dr. Dan Palmquist 
zioncloquet.org/Winterconcert2004program.html
twinportswindorchestra.org/Featured%20Guest%20Artist.html

•   Pre-med Major
•   Doctor of Medicine, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Family Practitioner, Cloquet, Minnesota
•   Principal Trombone, Twin Ports Wind Orchestra, Duluth, Minnesota
•   Soloist, Trombone Quartet, Conductor, Cloquet Brass Choir

The Rev. Craig Mueller
•   Music Major
•   Master of Divinity, Lutheran School of Theology, Chicago, Illinois
•   Pastor, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Chicago, Illinois

Tracie (Hanson) Pelton
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona
•    Tartan High School Vocal Director, Maplewood, North Saint Paul, Oakdale Independent School District, Saint 

Paul, Minnesota

Pamela (Klein) Rasmussen
•   Music Major
•   Master of Business Administration, Western Governors University, Salt Lake City, Utah
•   EVP/COO, Panhandle State Bank, Plymouth, Utah

Steve Rauch
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Library Sciences, University of Washington, Seattle, Washington
•   Librarian, Beaverton City Library, Lake Oswego, Oregon

Paul Rippe
brbb.org

•   Economics and Business, Music, Religion Majors
•   Owner, Rippe Print Communications, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Member: Bend in the River Big Band
•   Member: Minnesota Symphonic Winds, Edina, Minnesota

Tim Strand
•   Music and Business Majors
•   Director of Music Ministry, Organist, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Master of Music in Church Music and Organ Performance, Indiana University School of Music, Bloomington, 

Indiana

The Rev. Bruce Thorsen
•   Music Major
•   Master of Divinity, Lutheran Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
•   Minister of Music, Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Yardley, Pennsylvania

1983
The Rev. Keith Anderson

•   Music Major
•   Master of Science in Community Counseling, Georgia State University, Atlanta, Georgia
•   Master of Divinity Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Master of Arts in Hebrew, Modern and Biblical, Institute of Holy Land Studies
•   Pastor, First Lutheran Church, Ketchikan, Alaska



Lesa Ann (Grebner) Backus
•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Master of Music in Music Therapy, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Specialist, Blessed Trinity School, The Catholic Church of Saint Peter, Richfield, Minnesota

Diane (Brubaker) Bakk
•   Music Major
•   Private Studio Music Instructor

Kevin Bowen
theredtureen.blogspot.com 

•   Theatre Major
•   Owner, Bowen Design, Eagan, Minnesota
•   Doolin and Dingle Productions, Saint Paul, Minnesota (with James Lundy ‘81)
•    Musical The Red Tureen, Music and Lyrics by Kevin Bowen (book by James Lundy ’81), 2009 Fringe Festival, 2009 

Eat Street Players, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Teresa (Smith) Brubaker
•   Music and Athletic Training Majors
•   Independent Primary/Secondary Educational Professional, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Nada (Wilsey) Fisher
•   Music Major
•   Landscape Designer, Berthoud, Colorado

Kim (Beyer) Fragodt
kimfragodt.com/bio.htm

•   Music Major
•   Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, East Bethel, Minnesota
•   Director of Music
•   Jazz Vocalist, Recording Artist in the United States and Europe
•    Finalist for McKnight Foundation Fellowship Award for Performing Musicians administered by MacPhail Center 

for Music for her jazz debut album in 2000 
•    Vocalist with Bend in the River Big Band from 1995 to 2002. While singing with the Big Band, Kim was the 

only American Soloist selected to tour with the legendary Swedish Jazz composer, Nils Lindberg, for the debut of 
Lindberg’s “Requiem,” a jazz-infused composition for big band, 60-voice choir, and three soloists 

•   First album of jazz standards Fly Me to the Moon on her own label, Frogs in the Throat Productions
•   1982–1983 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Martha (Dalager) Hanson
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Piano Performance, Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona
•   Piano Instructor/Accompanist

Rebecca (Campbell) Hines
•   Music and Spanish Majors
•   Elementary Music Teacher, West Zephyrhills Elementary School, Zephyrhills, Florida
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Naomi Karstad
labonnechanson.org/musicians

•   Music Major
•   Administrative Assistant, Best and Flanagan, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Member: La Bonne Chanson (professional singing group), Chorus of the Minnesota Opera.
•    Soloist: numerous local and regional orchestras, the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, Minnesota Youth Symphony, 

Bach Society, Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra, Southwest Minnesota Orchestra, Dakota Valley Symphony 
Orchestra and the Mississippi Valley Orchestra, American Composer´s Forum Salon Concert

•   Recitalist with Naxos recording artist Douglas Riva in songs of Enrique Granados
•    Role of Margaret in the Minnesota premier of Libby Larsen’s opera Eric Hermannson’s Soul with the University of 

Minnesota Opera
•    Theater credits include Minnesota Fringe Festival, Theatre Exchange, Theater in the Round Players, Opera 101, 

and the Lake Pepin Players
•   Featured on WCAL and Minnesota Public Radio 
•   One-woman show about Minnesota native and Metropolitan Opera legend, Olive Fremstad

Sarah (Strand) Morton, Esq.
•   Music Major
•   Doctor of Law (Juris Doctor), San Diego School of Law, San Diego, California
•   Faculty/Co-Director of Reading and Literature, California Lutheran University, Thousand Oaks, California

Karl Noot
•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Master of Science in Psychology, Saint Cloud State University, Saint Cloud, Minnesota
•   Instructional Designer/Developer, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Tom Nuessmeier
•   Music Major
•   Organic Farmer and Hog Producer, Le Sueur, Minnesota
•   Trumpet Instructor, Director of Chapel Brass, Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, Minnesota

Ann (Sponberg) Peterson
•   Music Major
•   Master of Music, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado
•   Director of Development/Principal Gifts, Luther College, Decorah, Iowa
•   Featured in Fall, 2012 Gustavus Quarterly, p. 59

Brian Schmid
•   Music Major
•   Broadcaster/Chief Operator/Farm Director, KDSN, Denison, Iowa

Grant Wacker, Esq.
•   Music and Philosophy Majors
•   Master of Arts in Philosophy and Ethics, University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona
•   Doctor of Law (Juris Doctor), University of Minnesota Law School, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Specialist, Financial Services, Tax Exempt Organizations and Donors, Minneapolis, Minnesota

1984
Karla (Johnson) Beck

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Teaching-Music, Minnesota State University-Mankato, Mankato, Minnesota
•   K-12 Public School Administration and Vocal Music Education
•   Principal, Saint James Public Schools, Saint James, Minnesota
•   Former Senior High Vocal Specialist, Saint James and Madelia, Minnesota
•   Organist/Choir Director, First Lutheran Church, Saint James, Minnesota



Andrea Dillenburg
•   Music and Economics Majors
•   Master of Arts in Performing Arts Management, American University, Washington, D.C.
•   Non-Profit Executive, Vice-President of Marketing/Public Relations, Tucson Symphony Orchestra, Tucson, 

Arizona
•    Previous positions; Washington Cathedral Choral Society, Shakespeare Theatre, Ford’s Theatre, Nashville Ballet, 

Woodruff Arts Center, Atlanta Symphony Center

Robin (Peterson) Hughes
ehs.isd77.org/page/2566

•   Music Major
•   Choir Director, Mankato East High School, Mankato, Minnesota
•    Officer: Minnesota Music Educator’s Association Choral Vice-President, Choral Assistant, Region Representative 

and All-State Team and Section Leader; American Choral Director’s Association  Southwest Chair
•   1996 Minnesota American Choral Directors Association, Young Choral Director of the Year Award
•   Adjudicator, Clinician and Guest Conductor
•    Professional Singer; Minnesota Valley Chorale, Musicorum and operatic role as the mother in Hansel and Gretel, 

Mankato Symphony Orchestra 
•   2008, KEYC Golden Apple Award for excellence in teaching

Andrew Langr
•   Music Major
•   Bozeman, Montana

Ruth Ann (Henry) Lund
•   Music Major
•   Master of Science in Manufacturing Engineering, Milwaukee School of Engineering, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
•    Bed and Breakfast Owner, Oakenwald Terrace, Chatfield, Minnesota

Britta (Hunter) McColl
•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Home School Teacher, Winona, Minnesota

Dawn (McDougal) Miller
•   Music Major
•   Master of Education in Music, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas
•   Master of Arts in Physical Therapy, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas
•   Music Therapist, Park Nicollet Health System, Saint Louis Park, Minnesota

David Mertesdorf
•   Music Major
•   Administrative Staff, Saint Mary’s Greek Orthodox Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Director of Music, Grace Trinity Community Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Steve Parry
stevenparry.com/
alumni.blog.gustavus.edu/2012/09/07/steve-parry-84

•   Psychology Major
•   Singer/Songwriter, National Touring and Recording Artist 
•   Storyhill Fest 2012 Performer, Deerwood, Minnesota Folk Festival
•   Most recent CD: The Fight Left in Me
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P. Brett Smith
brettsmith.org/press/smithgivenmnvoicetoconvention.htm

•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
•   Elementary Music Teacher, Mahtomedi Independent School District, Mahtomedi, Minnesota
•   2002 President of the Minnesota Music Educators Association
•   Mahtomedi Teacher of the Year 1999
•   2000 National Teacher of the Year Finalist
•    State Minnesota Music Educators Association President and Mahtomedi Teacher Brett Smith attended the National 

Music Education Conference in Nashville, Tennessee April 10-13. As State President, Smith helped to form 
National policy for corporate partnerships with educational organizations, and presided over symposium workshops. 
Smith said of his experience: “I feel strongly about professional development for teachers, and it is important that 
Minnesota have a strong voice for kids on the national scene. It is important to have a presence at this national 
event so that the children of our Minnesota schools benefit by bringing home examples of best practices and quality 
curriculum.” 

Carolyn Towler
•   Music Major
•   Bachelor of Science in Aquatic Biology, Bemidji State University, Bemidji, Minnesota
•   1983–1984 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

1985
Jill (Vegoe) Baltrusch

•   Music Major
•   On-Line Builder, Owner
•   Music Teacher Substitute, Christian Heritage Academy, Rosemount, Minnesota
•   Vocalist Member: Worship Team

Paul Batz
•   Communication and Business Major and Music Minor
•    Founder, Inspirational Speaker, Bestselling Author, Executive Coach, and President of What Really Works: Author, 

Speaker, Executive Coach
•   Youth Choir Director, Diamond Lake Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   100 Unsung Heroes of Corporate Philanthropy
•   150th Anniversary Leadership Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Peter Blackstad
•   Business Major and Music Minor
•   Training and Development Software Architect, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
•    President/CEO, Classroom Manage.Net (Online student registrations, customizable course reminders, classroom 

management)
•   Vice-President, Blackstad Enterprises, Inc.
•   Composer and Conductor of Music for Symphonic Winds

Kristy (LaVelle) Bolar
•   Music Education Major
•   7th and 8th Grade Band Director, Gilbert Community Schools, Gilbert, Iowa

Cheryl (Bratt) Bungum
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Education, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota, Winona, Minnesota
•   Grades 5-12 Vocal Music Teacher, Paynesville Independent School District, Paynesville, Minnesota



William Doering
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Library Science, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Metadata and Document Delivery Librarian, University of Wisconsin – LaCrosse, Wisconsin

Barbara (Beyer) Jacobson
bhmschools.org/schools/tatanka/teachers-specialists/specialists

•   Music Education Major
•   Elementary Music Teacher, Buffalo-Hanover-Montrose Schools, Tatanka Elementary School, Buffalo, Minnesota

Peter Karstad
brbb.org

•   Music Major
•   Professional Bassist
•  Member: Bend in the River Big Band

Sonja Langsjoen
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Band Director, Burnsville/Eagan/Savage Independent School District

Laurie Lindemeier 
•   Music and English Major
•   Study; University of Exeter, English Literature Department
•   Soprano, Fort Worth Opera, Fort Worth, Texas
•   Freelance Soprano Soloist, Freelance Writer and Editor
•   Soprano Section Leader, St. John’s Episcopal Church, Fort Worth, Texas
•   Instructor, Voice and Piano Private Studio  
•   Theater Critic, The Column by John Garcia
•   Watercolor Artist, Private studio

Wendy (Olson) Rasmussen
•   Music Major
•   Music Teacher, Agape Christian Preschool, Mount Horeb, Wisconsin
•   1984–1985 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

David Schut
tworiverschorale.org/mytrc/bios/dschut.html

•   Music Major
•   Proprietor and Owner, Two Nice Guys Painting, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Worship Arts Pastor, Plymouth Covenant Church, Plymouth, Minnesota
•   Musical Theater and Pianist
•   Composer of Church Music and Solo Piano Recordings of Hymns and Christmas Carols 
•   Amy Roth recorded his composition “One Tiny Baby”

Becky (Halvorson) Sonmor
fergusarts.org

•   Music Education Major
•   Music Director, A Center for the Arts, Fergus Falls Center for the Arts, Fergus Falls, Minnesota
•   Voice Instructor, The Rebecca Sonmor Voice Studio “A Note Above,” Fargo, North Dakota

Mary (Laux) Truran
•   Music Major
•   Prepress and Production Team Leader, Logos Production Incorporated, Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota
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1986
Brett Bungum

•   Music Major
•   Metro Delivery, Central Minnesota Delivery, Saint Cloud, Minnesota

Joy (Danielson) Crump
•   Music and Communication Studies Majors
•   Portland, Oregon

Libby (Copeman) Gould
•   Music Major
•   9–12 Vocal Music Teacher, Harrisburg Public School, Harrisburg, South Dakota

Jon Haddorff
•   Music Major
•   Master of Fine Arts in Theater, San Diego State University, San Diego, California
•   Manager of Major Gifts, American Ballet Theater, New York, New York

Linda (Rundman) Holcombe
•   Music Major
•   Conductor, Highlands Ranch Community Chorus, Highlands Ranch, Colorado
•   1985–1986 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Dr. Andra Ibrahim-Duncan
•   Music Major
•   Doctor of Medicine, University of Minnesota Medical School, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Cardiothoracic Anesthesiologist, Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, Ohio
•   Visiting Scholar in Music, Mozarteum, Salzburg, Austria during undergraduate years at Gustavus Adolphus 

Julie (Folkvord) Jordan
•   Music and Business Majors
•   Owner/Operator/Account Manager, Pizza Zone, Stacy, Minnesota

Chuck Linderkamp
2darnhot.com/contact-us.html
brbb.org

•   Music Major
•   Professional Saxophonist
•   Member: “Too Darn Hot” Swing with Attitude;  Bend in the River Big Band

Keith Nelson
brbb.org

•  Music Education Major
•   Purchasing Manager, American Phoenix, Incorporated, Eau Claire, Wisconsin
•   Member: Bend in the River Big Band

Tami Peterson
dentonisd.org/5127181793815/site/default.asp

•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Violin, Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida
•   High School Orchestra Director, Denton Independent School District, Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas
•   Professional Freelance Violinist
•   Violinist, East Texas Symphony, Tyler, Texas

Dr. Chris Sasik
brbb.org

•   Biology Major
•   D.D.S. in Prosthodontics, School of Dentistry, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Prosthodontist, Metropolitan Prosthodontics, Plymouth, Minnesota
•  Member: Bend in the River Big Band



1987
Rachel Kuutti-Axford

•   Music Education Major
•   7–12 Vocal Music Director, Windom Middle and High Schools, Windom, Minnesota

Jody (Breiholz) Kirchner
•   Music and Marketing Majors
•   State Farm Insurance, Albert Lea, Minnesota

Paula (Glynn) Lammers
paulalammers.com/Biography.html

•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Music in Vocal Performance, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
•   Adjunct Voice Faculty, Concordia University, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Jazz Vocalist, Recording Artist, Teacher —Private Studio
•   Jazz CD A Blanket of Blue 
•   Performer, Twin Cities, Paula Lammers and Cloud Nine, The Phil Mattson Singers, River City Jazz Orchestra, and 

duo “Girl ’n’ Boy Singer.” 
•   2005 Blanket of Blue, Live 365 Top Ten List, Syracuse, New York radio station

Steven Lilienthal
•   Music Education Major
•   Senior Benefits Strategy and Compliance Analyst, Sun Products Corporation, New York, New York

Phil Olson 
awesomeguitarteacher.com

•   Music and Political Science Majors
•   Owner, Oslo Studios
•   Winner, 2000 Guitar Center Guitarmaggedon Regionals, House of Blues, Chicago 
•   Patent pending string teaching methodology

John Streufert
•   Music Major
•   Voicer, Dobson Pipe Organ Builders, Lake City, Illinois
•   1986–1987 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Lori (Knutson) Swetala
•   Music and Management Majors
•   Owner, Woof Central, Richfield, Minnesota

Steve Truran
logosproductions.com
2darnhot.com
dogoodersband.com
brbb.org

•   Music and Business Majors
•   Master of Music in Jazz, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana
•   President, Logos Productions, Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota
•   Member: “Too Darn Hot” Swing with Attitude; Bend in the River Big Band

Jodi (Lawrence) Tuthill
•   Music Education Major
•   Product Manager, Wenger Corporation, Owatonna, Minnesota
•   1986–1987 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College
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Brian Wicklund
brianwicklund.com 
brothermule.com

•   East Asian Studies and Elementary Education Majors
•   World Class Fiddler, Recording Artist, Best Selling Author
•   1987–1994; Member Stoney Lonesome, national and international tours, seven recordings, appearances on Prairie 

Home Companion radio show 
•   1995–Present; Member touring bands, Ethnic Dance Theater, Judith Edelman Band, Kathy Kallick Band, Lorie 

Line’s Pop Chamber Orchestra, and the Chris Stuart Band 
•   Studio Musician, fiddle and mandolin, Producer
•   Critically acclaimed recording project Arrival1998 
•   1999 Minnesota State Arts Board Fellowship Grant
•   Brother Mule 2005, acoustic power trio; Indie Music Award for best Americana CD of 2005
•   Indie Music Award for best Americana CD of 2005

1988
James Axford
windom.mn.schoolwebpages.com/education/staff/staff.php?sectionid=58&

•   Music Major
•   5-6th Grade Classroom Music Teacher, Media Specialist, and District Assessment Coordinator, Windom, Minnesota

Christine (Kaeppel) Barnett
hebronvalley.lisd.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=250566&type=u

•   Music Education Major
•   Hebron Valley Elementary School, Lewisville Independent School District, Carrollton, Texas

Timothy Buendorf
•   Music Major
•   Senior Software Engineer-Cloud Solutions, Exact Software, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Master of Music in Organ/Church Music, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut
•   National Committee on New Technology, American Guild of Organists, New York, New York

Karen Jacobson
brainerddispatch.com/stories/040500/upn_0405000025.shtml

•   Music Education Major
•   Vocal Music Director, Pequot Lakes High School, Pequot Lakes, Minnesota
•   2000 Pequot Lakes Teacher of the Year
•   Vocal Theater Director, Pequot Lakes Community Theater
•   Vocal Soloist

Mike Kovic
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Education in Music, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Vocal Music Director, Shakopee High School, Shakopee, Minnesota



Karen Lundquist
•   Music Major
•   Master of Business Communications, University of Saint Thomas-School of Business, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Director of Communications, North America at Otto Bock HealthCare, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Christine Middlestadt-Warga
•   Music Major
•   Programmer Analyst, Accenture Technology Solutions, Dublin, Republic of Ireland

Shelly (Cranston) Nierman
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Education in Elementary Education, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, Arizona
•   K-8 General Music Teacher, Gilbert School District, Phoenix, Arizona

Amy (Hetland) Sasik
•   Music and Elementary Education Majors
•   Homemaker

Gwen (Whipple) Walz
•   Music, Communication Studies, and Theater Majors
•   Master of Arts in English, Minnesota State University-Mankato, Minnesota
•   NOTEL Left Behind Coordinator, Mankato Area Public Schools, Mankato, Minnesota

Becky (Schmidt) Weiland
•   Music Education Major
•   Instrumental Music, Centennial Independent School District, Circle Pines, Minnesota
•   1987–1988 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Heidi (Dahlberg) Wojahn
•   Music Major
•   Homemaker, Prior Lake, Minnesota

1989
Lisa (Zaniewski) Blevins

•   Music Education Major
•   Choir Director, Alexandria Independent School District, Alexandria, Minnesota

Deborah Dille
•   Music Education Major
•   Music Specialist, Anoka-Hennepin Independent School District, Anoka, Minnesota

The Rev. Rod Eastman
•   Music Major
•   Master of Divinity, Professional Ministries, Liberty University, Lynchburg, Virginia
•   Quality Analyst, Marvin Windows and Doors, Grand Forks, North Dakota
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Kurt Elling 
kurtelling.com/index.php 
kurtelling.com/index.php
gustavus.edu/quarterly/files/current.pdf

•   Religion Major
•   Grammy Awards: Best Jazz Vocal Album: Dedicated to You
•   Grammy Nominations:
•   Best Jazz Vocal Album: The Gate
•   Best Jazz Vocal Album: Nightmoves
•   Best Jazz Vocal Album: Man in the Air
•   Best Jazz Vocal Album: Flirting With Twilight
•   Best Jazz Vocal Album: Live in Chicago
•   Best Jazz Vocal Performance: This Time It’s Love
•   Best Jazz Vocal Performance: The Messenger
•   Best Jazz Vocal Performance: Close Your Eyes 
•   Best Instrumental Arrangement Accompanying a Vocalist  “Dedicated to You” from Dedicated to You (Arrangement 

by Laurence Hobgood) 
•   Best Instrumental Arrangement Accompanying a Vocalist “Easy Living” from Flirting With Twilight (Arrangement 

by Kurt Elling and Laurence Hobgood)
•   DownBeat Critics Poll Winner: Male Vocalist of the Year-2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 

2009, 2010, 2011
•   Critics Poll Winner: Talent Deserving Wider Recognition-1997, 1998, 1999, 2000 
•   Readers Poll Winner: Male Vocalist of the Year-2002, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2011
•   JazzTimes Readers’ Poll: Male Vocalist of the Year-1998, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2008, 2010, 2011
•   Jazz Journalists Association
•   Male Singer of the Year-2000, 2002, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2011
•   JazzWeek: Vocalist of the Year-2006
•   Record of the Year: The Gate-2011
•   Académie du Jazz de Paris, Prix Billie Holiday: The Messenger
•   The notoriously hard-to-please Downbeat has called Elling “the best jazz singer ever.”

Darla (Boderman) Erickson
k12.com/mnva/who-we-are/our-team/teachers/high-school

•   Music Education Major
•   Music Teacher and Special Education, Minnesota Virtual Academy, Houston School District, Houston, Minnesota
•   Licensure K-12 Special Education and Learning Disabilities, Minnesota State University-Mankato Completed 

graduate work in K–

Joel Everist
•   Music Education and Theatre Majors
•   Master of Music Education, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois
•   Director of Choral Activities, Mason City High School, Mason City, Iowa 
•   Conducted Mason City High School Concert Choir; 22 First Place and 8 Grand Champion finishes at national 

competitions; appeared at Carnegie Hall; Lincoln Center; The Kennedy Center; Chicago’s Orchestra Hall; 
American Choral Directors Association Regional & State Conventions; as well as a performance for Vice President 
Gore with the Prime Minister of Japan at the State Department in Washington D.C. 

•   National Top 10 “Directors of Note” by Choral Director magazine; conducted the Ninth Grade ICDA Opus 
Honor Choir; served on the ICDA Board of Directors and chaired the ICDA State Convention



Katie (Klock) Hines
•   Music Major
•   Master of Science in Education Administration, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, South Dakota
•   Training Consultant, Target Corporation, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Lara Ibrahim
•   Music Major
•   Senior Analyst, Country Wide Financial, Calabasas, California

Melissa (Johnson) Kalal
modernculturepartners.com

•   Music and Management Majors
•   Principal, Modern Culture, Minneapolis-Saint Paul
•   Marketing and Advertising
•   Board Member and Horn Player; Wayzata Symphony Orchestra
•   Member: Ars Nova Brass Quintet

Heather Miller-Cink
•   Music Major
•   Master of Science in Educational Leadership, Minnesota State University, Mankato, Minnesota 
•   Assistant Principal, Park Center Senior High, Osseo, Minnesota

Tammy (Pope) Mootz
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, VanderCook College of Music, Chicago, Illinois
•   Music/Band/Chorus Teacher, West Elementary, Crystal Lake School District 47, Crystal Lake, Illinois 

Mark Morse  
morsekode.com

•   Music Major
•   Master of Business Administration in Marketing, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Owner: Morsekode, Modern Creative Agency, Multimedia Marketing, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Jazz/Funk Drum Set Artist

Rosanne (Kuutti) Rousseau
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, Valdosta State University, Valdosta, Georgia
•   Orchestra Conductor, Guilford County Schools, Greensboro, North Carolina 

Jennifer (Koehn) Thomas
•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Vocal Performance, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
•   Management, Mackin Library Media, Burnsville, Minnesota
•   1988–1989 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Scott Thureen
•   Music Major
•   Marketing, Washington Performing Arts Society, Washington D.C.

Robyn (Rucks) Woods
•   Music Education Major
•   Vocal/Classroom Music Teacher, Saint Peter Independent School District. Saint Peter, Minnesota
•   Choral Director, Sibley County Choral society, Gaylord, Minnesota
•   Sr. Choir Director, Saint Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, North Mankato, Minnesota
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1990
Kristin (Oberstar) Baumgard

•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Music Education, VanderCook College of Music, Chicago, Illinois
•   Band Director, Rochester Independent School District, Rochester, Minnesota

Robert Berdahl
robertoberdahl.com/Welcome.html

•   Music and Theatre Majors
•   Master of Fine Arts, California Institute of The Arts in Acting, Valencia, California
•   Actor, The Guthrie Theater
•   Numerous Guthrie Theater Roles
•   Film, TV, Commercial, Industrial, Voice-Over Credits
•   Best Actor Award, 2010 Indy Horror Film Festival, “Bind”

Sherri (Stokes) Boschee
•   Music Major
•   K-12 Vocal Music Teacher, Lenox Community School District, Omaha, Nebraska

Rachel (Sundberg) Everist
niacc.edu/music/NIACCMusicFINALInsert07.pdf

•   Music Major
•   Instructor of Music, Pianist, Accompanist, North Iowa Area Community College, Mason City, Iowa
•   Staff Accompanist, Mason City High School Vocal Music Department, Mason City, Iowa
•   Piano Teacher, Wartburg College, Waverly, Iowa
•   Additional studies at the Northwestern University Graduate School of Music
•   Recital Soloist and Accompanist, appearance on Guatemala National Television

Jerrad Fenske
jerradfenske.com

•   Church Music Major
•   Master of Music in Vocal Performance and Accompanying, The San Francisco Conservatory of Music, San 

Francisco, California
•   Master of Liturgical Arts, Saint John’s University School of Theology Seminary, Collegeville, Minnesota
•   Doctor of Musical Arts in Vocal Performance (in progress), Indiana University Jacob’s School of Music, 

Bloomington, Indiana
•   Director of Music and Liturgy, Church of the Assumption, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Choral Conductor; Cardinal Stritch University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
•   Hedlentenor; specializing in German Romantic Repertoire of Wagner, Berg, and Strauss
•   Solo and Ensemble Harpsichordist, Pianist, Organist, and Accompanist
•   Singer, Conductor, Organist and Harpsichordist across the US and in Germany 

Michelle (Grimley) Fink
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, South Dakota
•   Fink Music Studios, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
•   Special events music. Private and small group music instruction for all ages. Voice, Piano, Guitar, and all symphonic 

band instruments
•   Actress, Costumer, Annual Music Production Schmeckfest 
•   Praise Band Member/Christian Discipleship Team Member, First Church of God, Marion, South Dakota

Jennifer (Olson) Grados
•   Communication Studies Major
•   Communications Consultant, Wells Fargo Bank, Woodbury, Minnesota
•   Member: Medalist Concert Band, Bloomington, Minnesota



Anita (Larson) Mickelson
alumni.blog.gustavus.edu/2010/07/01/anita-larson-mickelson-’90

•   Music Major
•   Redwing Technical College, Red Wing, Minnesota
•   Adjunct Faculty – English as a Second Language, Black Hawk College Technology Center, Rock Island, Illinois
•   Students almost all refugees; Iraq, Burma, Bhutan, other African countries

The Rev. Craig Pederson
•   Music and Sociology and Anthropology Majors
•   Master of Divinity, Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Pastor, Northeast Community Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Brian Scheerhoorn
•   Music Major
•   Master of Business Administration, University of Saint Thomas-School of Business, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Compensation Manager-Technology and Operations Group, Wells Fargo, Atlanta, Georgia
•   1989–1990 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Anne (Johnson) Waltz
•   Music Major
•   Secretary, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Lisa (Koehn) Weiss
•   Music Major
•   Master of Science in Mathematics, Michigan Technological University, Houghton, Michigan
•   Office Manager, Rocking Horse Ranch, Savage, Minnesota

1991
Cathy (Gibbs) Bappe

•   Music Major
•   Master of Science in Software Engineering, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Software Information Technology Architect, IBM, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Rob Calhoon
prairiestate.edu/music/faculty.html

•   Music Major
•   Bachelor of Music in Music Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Master of Music in Music Education, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois
•   Kapellmeister, Faith United Protestant Church, and Music Educator, Harvey School District 152, and Arts 

Administrator, Grande Prairie Choral Arts
•   Senior Choir Director, Faith United Protestant Church, Chicago, Illinois
•   Bassist, Private Lesson Studio

Allison (Sjogren) Engebretson
•   Music Education Major
•   Elementary Music Educator, Chaska Independent School District, Chaska, Minnesota

John Engebretson
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Saxophone Performance, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois
•  High School Band Director, Bloomington Independent School District, Bloomington, Minnesota
•   Adjunct Professor of Saxophone, Gustavus Adolphus College
•   Study under Jean-Marie Londeix, Conservatory de Bordeaux, France 
•   Performer; Soloist, several quartets, and numerous orchestral performances in Minneapolis and Chicago.  

Highlights include performances in the North American Saxophone Alliance Regional and National Conventions, 
as well as the World Saxophone Congress in 2003.  

•   1990–1991 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College
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Jesse Johnson
•   Music Major
•   Senior Business Analyst, Ovations, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Kristin (Brubaker) Kivell
rschooltoday.com/se3bin/clientgenie.cgi
tcu2905us.new.rschooltoday.com/page/4847

•   Music Education Major
•   5-8th Grade Choice, Voice Lessons and High School Concert Choir, Tri-City United High School, Montgomery, 

Minnesota
•   Member: Adult Vocal Chamber Ensemble, I Cantanti, Northfield, Minnesota
•   Northfield Arts Guild Annual Jesse James Jamboree 
•   Director of ENCORE! And Youth Church Music

Raymond Kuutti
web.me.com/dyso/CHS_Orchestra_Director/CHS_Orchestra_Director.html
web.me.com/dyso/Directors/Directors.html

•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, Valdosta State University, Valdosta, Georgia
•   Orchestra Director, Clarkston High School and Freedom Middle School, DeKalb, Illinois
•   General Manager, DeKalb Youth Orchestra 

Sharon (Perera) Miranda
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction, Concordia University, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Teacher, Montessori Academy of Yorba Linda, Anaheim Hills, California

Amy (Armour) Olsen
•   Music Education Major
•   6th Grade Band Director, Garfield Elementary School, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Member: Minnesota River Valley Wind Ensemble, Mankato, Minnesota

1992
Jacqueline (Lindner) Bencke

•   Music Major
•   Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
•   Missionary
•   Kyushu Lutheran College, a College of the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kumamoto, Japan
•   1991–1992 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Cecilia Bjorkegren
•   Music and Business Majors
•   Master of Business Administration in Finance, Strategic Planning, University of Minnesota-Carlson School of 

Management, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Planning and Reporting Manager, Coles Group, Melbourne, Australia

Erik Carlson
•   Music Education Major
•   Travel Manager, Corporate Traveler, Vancouver, Canada



Dr. Stephen John Carlson
bemidjistate.edu/academics/departments/music/faculty/scarlson  

•   Music Major
•   Bemidji State University Piano Faculty
•   Doctor of Musical Arts in Piano Performance and Pedagogy, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
•   Concert Pianist; New York debut, Solo Recitalist, Weill Recital Hall, Carnegie Hall; Bemidji Symphony Orchestra, 

Beethoven’s Emperor Concerto, Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No. 1 and Beethoven’s Triple Concerto 
•   Performing Artist Roster of the South Carolina Arts Commission
•   Chamber Music with members of the South Carolina Philharmonic, and Charleston and Greenville, South Carolina 

Symphonies  

Dr. Joel Fick
•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology, Alliant International University-San Diego Cornerstone Court, San Diego, California
•   New Haven Youth and Family Services, TBS Clinical Supervisor and Adjunct Faculty Member: Brandman 

University, Chapman University System, San Diego, California

Kristin (Roberg) Hummel
2.nfld.k12.mn.us/education/components/scrapbook/default.php?sectiondetailid=25304&

•   Music Major
•   K-5 Vocal Music Teacher, Northfield Independent School District, Northfield, Minnesota

John Pollard
artjazztrio.com

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in English (Technical Communication), University of North Texas
•   Goethe Institut; Deutsch als Fremdsprache (TestDaF)
•   New Technology Evangelist, Madison, Wisconsin
•   2006 MarketingSherpa Hall of Fame
•   2006 Various PushPin Awards
•   Drum Set Artist, Art Jazz Trio

Suzanne (Heller) Reyburn
•   Music, Communication Studies, and Theatre Majors
•   Choral Conductor, Voice Instructor, Totino Grace High School, Fridley, Minnesota
•   Singer; Area Premiere, Off-Broadway Musical “Bare,” Minneapolis Musical Theater

Jennifer Tibben-Lembke
bellavocereno.com/members.htm

•   Music and Biology Majors
•   Master of Music in Vocal Performance, University of Nevada-Reno, Nevada
•   Director of Choral Activities, Concert Choir, and Chamber Chorale, University of Nevada-Reno, Nevada
•   Conductor Reno Philharmonic Chorus, Reno, Nevada
•   Artistic Director and Conductor, Bella Voce, Reno, Nevada
•   Conductor, Adult Choir, Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, Nevada
•   Opera Singer, University of Nevada-Reno Lyric Opera and Nevada Opera.  
•   Soloist, Reno Chamber Orchestra and Reno Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Gina (Souder) Wolleat
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, Saint Scholastica, Duluth, Minnesota
•   Middle School Band Teacher, Centennial Independent School District, Circle Pines, Minnesota
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1993
Becky Bengtson-Carson

•   Music and Russian Studies Majors
•   Bilingual Teacher, South Bay Union School District, Imperial Beach, California
•   Graduate Student, San Diego State University, San Diego, California

Rachel (Pinski) Doudrick
•   Music Major
•   Elementary Music Specialist, Pasadena Conservatory of Music, Altadena, California

Heather (Hoglund) Elliott
artwanted.com/artist.cfm?artid=30260

•   Music Major
•   Artist and Business Owner

Dr. Kimberly (Beecher) Engelhardt
•   Music Major
•   Doctor of Medicine, University of Minnesota Medical School, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Board Certified, American Board of Family Medicine
•   Family Physician, Saint Peter Clinic, Saint Peter, Minnesota

Andrew Goodger
elbertschool.org/School%20Information/Faculty/Specials-ed.html

•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Music in Music Education, University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, Colorado
•   Instrumental Music Teacher, Elbert Public Schools, Elbert, Colorado

Sharon (Tyree) Howell
•   Music Major
•   Master Divinity Student, Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Mara Johnson-Widmann
•   Music Major
•   Instructor of Trumpet, Long Beach, California

Hans Miller
•   Music Major
•   Timber Lumber Building Supply, Deerwood, Minnesota

Jill (Fischli) Miller
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, Montana State University, Bozeman, Montana
•   Elementary School Principal, East Helena Public Schools, East Helena, Montana
•   1992–1993 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Katie Pearson
kantorei.net/members.html

•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Vocal Music Education, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   West Saint Paul Independent School District, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Choral Director, Henry Sibley High School, Friendly Hills Middle School
•   Member: Kantorei, Professional A Cappella Choral Ensemble, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Peg (Wehrkamp) Reynolds
mylife.com/flcpeg

•   Music and English Majors
•   Worship Leader, First Lutheran Church



Jeffrey Stang
•   Music Major
•   Production Manager, Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Chicago, Illinois

Matt Thompson
•   Music and Political Science Majors
•   Master of Public Policy, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California
•   Director, Digital and eCommerce, The Kroger Company, Cincinnati, Ohio

Kristen (Peterson) Urbina
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction, Saint Catherine University, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Homemaker
•   Previous: Music Specialist, Saint John the Baptist; Summer Band Instructor, Burnsville-Eagan School District

1994
Karen de Boer

•   Music Major
•   Paralegal, Regional Legal Offices, Nature Conservancy
•   Conductor, The Singing Friends Chorus, a community choir, Norwood, Minnesota
•   1993–1994 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Nina Elworth
yamaha.com/yamahavgn/Documents/Education/Harmony_Summer06.pdf

•   Music Major
•   Piano, Voice, Yamaha Music Teacher, Heid Music, Appleton, Wisconsin

Sarah (Boehlke) Gilbertson
•   Music Education Major
•   Choir Director, Chanhassen High School, Chanhassen, Minnesota
•   2000 American Choral Directors Association Young Choral Director of the Year

Nancy (Dueis) Gunderson
•   Music Major
•   Piano Instructor, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Erik Hermanson
mankatofreepress.com/local/x1690514343/A-small-school-s-students-are-big-on-band

•   Music Education Major
•   Band Director, Cleveland High School, Cleveland, Minnesota
•   Bethany College Jazz Director, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Featured in Fall, 2012, Gustavus Quarterly

Karl Kohlhase
•   Music Major
•   Production Truck Driver, ArcelorMittal Steel Company, Duluth, Minnesota

Heidi (Thelen) Maes
•   Music Major
•   Homemaker, Prior Lake, Minnesota

Mary (Crippen) Miklethun
•   Music and English Majors
•   Master of Arts in American Studies, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
•   Vice-President Travel Payments Strategy, U.S. Bancorp, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Violist, Civic Orchestra, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Award: U.S. Bank Payments Pinnacle 2011
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Travis Monson
•   Music and Physics Majors
•   Master of Arts in Teaching, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
•   8th Grade Science Teacher, Apple Valley/Rosemount/Eagan Independent School District, Rosemount, Minnesota

Christopher Robinson
•   Music Education Major
•   Vice-President Client Services Manager, Wells Fargo Bank, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Naomi (Haugen) Stout
naomistout.com/Home_Page.html

•   Music Major
•   Church Musician, Saint Philip’s Lutheran Church, Farmington, Minnesota
•   Pianist, Vocalist, Songwriter – One Day Closer (group)

Dr. Michael Zemek
augustana.edu/x15271.xml?pid=7rwFdh8
augustana.edu/academics/music/department/facultyBio.php?ID=42

•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Music in Choral Conducting, Saint Cloud State University, Saint Cloud, Minnesota
•   Doctor of Education, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, Illinois
•   Assistant Professor of Choral Music Education, Augustana College, Rock Island, Illinois
•   Conducts the Jenny Lind Vocal Ensemble and Ascension Singers, teaches Music Methods and Conducting courses, 

supervises music education students
•   Conductor, High School Youth Choir, Saint Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport, Iowa
•   Author, Presenter, American Choral Directors Association National Conference
•   1998 National Teaching Award for Excellence and Leadership in Choral Education, MAPCO Scholar’s Program
•   1993–1994 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

1995
Holly (Grefe) Andrus
lpssonline.com/uploads/GenralInformation.docx 
katc.com/news/lhs-choir-gives-back-to-the-community/#_
dailyworld.com/article/DG/20130117/NEWS01/130117008/

•   Music and Studio Art Majors
•   Master of Music Education in Choral Conducting, Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida 
•   Choral Director, Lafayette High School, Lafayette Parish School, Lafayette, Louisiana
•   2012 Lafayette Education Foundation High School Teacher of the Year

Andrew Benson 
•   Music Major
•   Information Architect and Owner, Straight Line Theory (web usability consulting company), Minneapolis, 

Minnesota
•   Composer, soundtrack for Discovery Channel “Sasquatch: Legend Meets Science,” 2006 CD Rock and Roll Moves, 
•   Performer/Composer: Rock Group “October” (1992–2000) Enhanced CD “October” with Nik Lindell and Brian 

Rowe 

Shannon (Sheehan) Dorschner
acda-mn.org/shannon-dorschner-0

•   Music Education Major
•   Elementary Music Teacher, Bluff Creek Elementary School, Chanhassen, Minnesota; 6th Grade Choir, Pioneer 

Ridge Middle School, Chaska, Minnesota
•   Co-Chair 2012 American Choral Directors Association, 4-5-6 Honor Choir



Andrea Fannemel
•   Music and Communication Studies Majors
•   Master of Arts in Human Resources Management, Concordia University, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Process Consultant – Talent Acquisition – Employment Brand, Target, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Brad (Kinch) Ford
essentialvoicesusa.com

•   Music Honors
•   Certificate of Voice in Music Performance, University of California, Santa Barbara, California
•   Continuing Education Credits, The Juilliard School, New York, New York
•   Music Education, Performance and Production; Retail training and Sales services, New York, New York
•   Artistic Director and Founder, Opus Ensemble New York, Incorporated (promotes literacy through music to at risk 

youth)
•   Rehearsal Coordinator, Essential Voices USA, New York, New York
•   Makeup Artist and Stylist, Studio Bradford, New York, New York

Kirsten (Vedell) Hanninen
•   Music Major
•   Group Fitness Instructor, Dakotah Sport and Fitness, Shakopee, Minnesota

Eric Hope
•   Music Major
•   Network Engineer, Voyager Bank, Carrboro, North Carolina

Angela (Carlson) LaJoy
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Vocal Music Teacher, Edina Independent School District, Edina, Minnesota

Sean Meyer
fohboh.com/profile/SeanQMeyer#ixzz1quhyL1Do

•   Music Major
•   Court of Master Sommeliers, Level 1 and Advanced, Master Sommelier Candidate
•   Partner, Winemaking, Daily Cellars, LLC, San Francisco, California
•   Estate Sommelier, Destination Cellars, Chantilly, Virginia

Angela Nelson
•   Music Major
•   Retail Operations Executive, Airmall Boston, Incorporated, Boston, Massachusetts
•   Children’s Choir Director, Union United Methodist Church, Boston, Massachusetts

Bradley Nelson
•   Music Major
•   Glenville, Minnesota

Dr. Corin Overland
miami.edu/frost/index.php/frost/frost_profiles/vocal-overland_corin_bio

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, University of Missouri, Kansas City, Missouri
•   Ph.D. in Music Education, Temple University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
•   Assistant Professor of Professional Practice, Music Education, Frost School of Music, University of Miami, Miami, 

Florida
•   Conductor, Palestrina’s Missa Papae Marcelli for Mass, St. Peter’s Basilica, Vatican City with High School group; All-

State Choir Conductor; Presenter, research on musical video games in Lithuania
•   1994–1995 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College
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Tim Peterson
•   Music, Management, Theatre Majors
•   Master of Arts in Arts Administration, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas
•   Master of Business Administration, Southern Methodist University – Cox School of Business, Dallas, Texas
•   James P. Shannon Leadership Institute, Amherst H. Wilder Foundation, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Marketing Manager, American Public Media

Christopher Piela
valleyviewchoirs.org/home/directors

•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction. Minnesota State University – Mankato, Minnesota
•   Vocal Music Director, Boys Choir 7, Valley View Middle School and Varsity Choir, Edina High School, Minnesota
•   Composer and Arranger

Christine (Larson) Ringen
•   Music Education Major
•   Centennial Middle School Band Director in Lino Lakes
•   2012 Secretary, Minnesota Band Directors Association

Brian Rowe 
•   Music and Theater Majors
•   Systems Analyst, United Health Care, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Member: October and  Hands of Time Jazz Quartet

Cynthia (Schneider) Rowe, Esq.
•   Music Major
•   Doctor of Law (Juris Doctor), William Mitchell College of Law, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Attorney, Rowe Law Offices, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Sara (Teigen) Schaffer
•   Music Major
•   Motivational Speaker/Presentation Coach, Broomfield, Colorado

Michael Skelley
•   Music Major
•   Master of Science in Computer Science, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Software Analyst, Spherion Technology, Chicago, Illinois

Jennifer (Vesper) Snyder
•   Music Major
•   Teacher, Classical Christian School, Mankato, Minnesota

1996
Eric Amdahl
ericamdahl.com/Eric_Amdahl_Music/Eric_Amdahl_Music.html
gustavus.edu/quarterly/files/current.pdf

•   Music Honors
•   Composer, Producer, Film Scorer; Los Angeles, California

Scott Anderson
blog.room34.com/
twitter.com/room34

•   Music Honors
•   Web Developer and Consultant, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Owner, Room 34 Creative Services, LLC (Sole Proprietorship), Minneapolis, Minnesota

Shannon (Berger) Aukes
•   Music Major
•   Kindergarten Teacher, Jordan Independent School District, Jordan, Minnesota



Julie (Tako) Conzemius
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, Boston University, 
•   7/8 Grade Choir Director and Guitar Class Teacher, Middle School, Mahtomedi Independent School District, 

Saint Paul Minnesota

Laura Goucher
•   Music Major
•   Middle School Band Director, Mounds Park Academy, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   7/8 Grade Band chosen, 2007 Minnesota Music Educators Association 

Douglas Grimm
•   Music Major
•   Master of Music, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota, Winona, Minnesota
•   Vice President & Principal, Northern Value Group, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Owner/Broker, Grimm and Associates, LLC, South Saint Paul, Minnesota

Dr. David Holdhusen 
usd.edu/fine-arts/music/david-holdhusen.cfm

•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Music in Choral Conducting, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois
•   Ph.D. in Music Education from Florida State University
•   Director of Choral Activities and Assistant Professor of Music, The University of South Dakota, Vermillion, South 

Dakota
•   Conductor for the university’s three choral ensembles
•   Courses in conducting, choral literature and techniques, and Applied Voice.
•   Author, Clinician, Adjudicator 
•   President, South Dakota Chapter of American Choral Directors Association. 
•   Author of the history of the Gustavus Choir, “Commitment to Musical Excellence” Cambridge Scholars Publishing 
•   Choirs under his direction have won first place and grand champion awards in music festivals throughout the 

country, and have been named as a finalist for the American Prize in Choral Performance.
•   1995–1996 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

John Kerns
•   Music Major
•   Member: Spirit Garage, Mr. Hooper, Scott Laurent Band
•   Minister of Music, Bassist, Guitarist, Vocalist, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Stacy Klein Dahlin
•   Music and History Majors
•   Master of Science in Public Policy, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Workforce Specialist, Dakota County

Jane (Haase) McGinty
•   Music and Sociology and Anthropology Majors
•   International Sales and Marketing, C.H. Robinson Company, Eden Prairie, Minnesota

Matthew Michalski, Esq.
linkedin.com/in/matthewmichalski

•   Music Major
•   Associate in Audio Production, Art Institute of Seattle, Seattle, Washington
•   Doctor of Law (Juris Doctor), Seattle University School of Law, Seattle, Washington
•   Assistant Municipal Prosecutor, Anchorage, Alaska

Dr. Margo Myers
•   Music and Biology Majors
•   Postdoctoral Fellow, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois
•   Ph.D. in Immunology, University of California, San Francisco, California
•   Research Author
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Dr. Mary Newton
stbarnabaslutheran.org/staff

•   Music Honors
•   Master of Church Music, Concordia University Chicago, River Forest, Illinois
•   Doctor of Musical Arts, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Organist, Saint Barnabas Lutheran Church, Plymouth, Minnesota
•   Twin Cities AGO, Executive Board and Student Competition Coordinator

Kristin (Roberts) Shields
musicthroughlife.com

•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Master of Arts in Music Therapy, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Board Certified Music Therapist
•   Founder: Music Through Life, Champlin, Minnesota

Alison (Ashmore) Thompson
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma
•   Homemaker, Norman, Oklahoma

1997
Amy (O’Donnell) Alexanian

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music, Holy Names University, Oakland, California
•   Marquis Aurbach Coffing Law Firm, Las Vegas, Nevada

Jill (Buhse) Anderson
•   Political Science Major
•   Vice President, Sell Through Sales, Lionsgate Motion Pictures and Film, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Sing/lead Worship for Woodland Hills Church in Saint Paul, Minnesota.

Carrie (Swanson) Enstad 
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Director of Choral Music, Blake School, Northrop Campus, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   2003 American Choral Directors Association Young Choral Director of the Year 

Patrick Fischer
richardsfowkes.com/pages/1about/personnel.php

•   Music Honors
•   Richards, Fowkes, and Co, Pipe Organ Builder, Ooltewah, Tennessee
•   Apprenticed, Hendrickson Organ Company, Saint Peter, Minnesota
•   Continued apprenticeship at C. B. Fisk, Incorporated, Gloucester, Massachusetts 
•   1996–1997 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Ryan Haase
•   Music Honors
•   Software Consultants, Excelsior, Minnesota

Jodi Justman
•   Music and Political Science Majors
•   Synod Certification, Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minnesota 
•   Post-graduate work, University of Washington, Seattle, Washington
•   Choir and Band Director, Evergreen Lutheran High School, Des Moines, Washington
•   Instrumentalist, Singer, and Church Organist

Michelle Langner
•   Music Major
•   Board of Directors, Emcee, Singer, Lili’s Burlesque Revue, Minneapolis, Minnesota



Sarah (Marohn) Miller
first-lutheran.org/about/meet-the-staff

•   Music and Chemistry ACS Majors
•   Assistant Organist, 1st Lutheran Church, Eau Claire, Wisconsin

Nicole (Vanderbilt) Mueller
•   Music Major
•   Human Resources Manager, Muller Family Theatres, Lino Lakes, Minnesota

Scott Nedrelow
sandwichbarforpeace.com
davidpetersengallery.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/sn_resume.pdf
mnoriginal.org/art/?p=4132
scottnedrelow.com/info.html

•   Music and English Majors
•   Master of Fine Arts, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois
•   Nedrelow, Principal; Location Books, Editor; Sandwich Bar For Peace, Director of Sandwich Services
•   Solo Exhibitions ”Movie,” Minnesota Artists Exhibition Program, Minneapolis Institute of Arts; “New Prints,” 

Dressing Room, Minneapolis, ”Made Up North,” Willmar Art Center
•   Swan Song: On Scott Nedrelow’s Movie, 
•   Co-publisher Location Books 2010- locationbooks.com

Brian Ohnsorg
news.blog.gustavus.edu/2010/10/15/two-alumni-honored-by-minnesota-choral-directors-association

•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Music Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
•   Conductor of Choirs, Jordan High School, and the 8th Grade Choir, Jordan Middle School
•   2010 Outstanding Young Choral Director of the Year (American Choral Directors Association)
•   Jordan High School 2009-2010 Teacher of the Year
•   Co-chair for the North Central American Choral Directors Association 2010 Men’s Honor Choir and 2009 Tenor 

Section Coach for the All-State Men’s Choir
•   Tenor Soloist: Minnesota Chorale, VocalEssence, The Oratorio Society of Minnesota, The Minnesota Orchestra, 

The Choral Arts Ensemble of Rochester, The Oregon Bach Festival, Normandale Lutheran Church, Mount Olivet 
Lutheran in Minneapolis

Kristi (Petersen) Paulsen
•   Music Major
•   Senior Health Data Analyst, Staywell Health Management, Eagan, Minnesota

Katy Peters
•   Music and English Majors
•   Financial Manager, In the Heart of the Beast Puppet and Mask Theater, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Lee Peterson
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Education, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota, Winona, Minnesota
•   Director of Bands, Annandale Public Schools, Annandale, Minnesota

Tracy Pink
•   Music Major
•   Director of Training and Charity Coordinator, Super America, Shakopee, Minnesota
•   2010 Living Our Values Award: Speedway SuperAmerica. Outstanding dedication and design of charity programs
•   2012 National Spirit Award: Convenience Store News, outstanding dedication and design in community programs
•   2010 & 2011 Children’s Miracle Network Award: #1 Contributor Minnesota
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Ramona (Patten) Radosevich
strikepoint.com/BIO/Ramona.html

•   Music Major
•   Homemaker
•   StrikePoint, Professional Handbell Ensemble, First United Methodist Church, Duluth, Minnesota
•   Annual summer tours have taken the group throughout the continental U.S. as well as to England, Scotland, Japan, 

Canada, Hong Kong and Hawaii, with performances in four national capitols, four National Handbell Directors’ 
Seminars, Saint Paul’s Cathedral in London, both Disney World and Disneyland, and California’s Crystal Cathedral. 
Strikepoint has been the featured performer at 4 Area Festival Conferences and 1 National Festival Conference

Amy (Tobias) Rogness
•   Music Honors 
•   Master of Education, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota, Winona, Minnesota
•   Grades 1–3 Music Teacher, Bluff View Elementary, Lake City, Minnesota

Kathleen Schiltz
•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Master of Arts in Marriage and Family Therapy/Counseling, Seattle Pacific University, Seattle, Washington
•   Staff Counselor, Lawrence University, Appleton, Wisconsin
•   Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

Kate (Blanchard) Schiroff
•   Music and Religion Majors
•   Master of Arts in Public Administration, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado
•   Legislative Audit Supervisor, State of Colorado

Wes Schuck  
twofishstudios.com
connectbiz.com/2000/03/two-fish-recording-studios

•   Communication Studies and English Majors and Music and Spanish Minors
•   CEO, Wolfkeeper International Network, No Alternative Media Group, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Owner, Two Fish Recording Studio. Mankato, Minnesota
•   Music Producer, Film Maker

Kari Moody Shumaker
•   Music and Religion Majors
•   Piano Teacher and Accompanist, Paynesville, Minnesota
•   Kari and Gustie Karla Leitzman ’13 team up to produce musicals for the Paynesville Community Theater, such as 

The Fantasticks 

Travis Sletta
Travis.Sletta@winona.k12.mn.us

•   Music Honors
•   Master of Arts in Music, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, Illinois
•   Head of Vocal/Choral Music, Winona Senior High School, Winona, Minnesota
•   Presenter, Minnesota Music Educators Association 2012

Jennifer Vickerman
•   Music and Theatre Majors
•   Mini-Master of Business Administration in Non-profit Management, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, 

Minnesota
•   Marketing Development Strategist, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Independent Consultant, Perfectly Posh, Lehi, Utah

Sarah (Loveland) Zenk
•   Music Major
•   Independent Arts and Crafts Professional, Saint Louis, Missouri



1998
Benjamin Anderson
brbb.org

•   Music Major
•   Band Director, Eden Prairie Independent School District, Eden Prairie, Minnesota
•   Member: Bend in the River Big Band

Dr. Kirstin Slette (Haaheim) Contreras
•   Music and Classics Majors
•   Master of Music, University of Santa Barbara, California, 
•   Doctor of Musical Arts in Bassoon Performance, Northwestern University, Chicago, Illinois
•   Flute and Bassoon lessons, Christ Lutheran, Charlotte, North Carolina

Dr. Damon Dierker
•   Music and Biology Majors
•   Optometrist, Eye Surgeons of Indiana
•   Doctor of Optometry, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana

Dr. Gigi Dobosenski
•   Music and Biology Majors
•   MAT license in Life Science and Administration, Minnesota State Univeristy Mankato, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Doctorate in Educational Leadership, Minnesota State Univeristy Mankato, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Co-Director, Advisor and Science Specialist for EdVisions, Henderson, Minnesota

Jessica (Iverson) Forster
denver.inhomemusicteachers.com/lessons/denver/teachers/showTeacher.cfm?teacherID=133

•   Music Major
•   Private Voice and Piano Studio, Denver, Colorado

Erin Gillespie
•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Realtor, ERA Gillespie Real Estate, Owatonna, Minnesota

Richard Henley
•   Music Major
•   Guitarist, Producer, Composer
•   Senior Interactive Developer, Starz Entertainment
•   Web and Print Design, Action Script 3 development, and Music Composer

Jeremy Jensen
coastmusictherapy.com/adirector.html
tunedintolearning.com

•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Master of Music MT-BC, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado. Additional clinical training in 

Neurologic Music Therapy
•   Ph.D. Clinical Psychology, San Francisco, in progress
•   Music Therapist, Recording Artist, Sound Engineer
•   Coast Music Therapy Co-Director 2001–2009, now head of Music Production
•   Co-founded Tuned In to Learning 
•   Co-founder, Critical Beats for non-profit fund raising for Amazon conservation and sustainable education 

intertwining music from current and indigenous artists
•   Specializes in autism Rett syndrome, brain injury, and other neurodevelopmental disorders and has additional 

training in the integration of music with Applied Behavior Analysis. Jeremy also directs the music recording and 
sound engineering for both Coast Music Therapy and Tuned in to Learning
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Aaron Juhl
pelmusic.com/biography.php

•   Music Honors
•   Master of Arts in Composition, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
•   Elementary Music Specialist/Gifted Talented, Chilton Schools, Chilton, Wisconsin
•   Vocal Director, Calumet County Community Theatre, Engler Center for the Performing Arts (Chilton High School)
•   Composer for Pel Music Publications, Marinette, Wisconsin
•   Gustavus senior, “Chorale and Fugue on Slane” first place Instrumental Division, Minnesota Music Educators’ 

Association Collegiate Composition Competition
•   1997–1998 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

 Stacy (Dieckman) Juhl
•   Music Major
•   Master of Science in Music Education, Southern Oregon University, Ashland, Oregon
•   5th Grade Band Director, Hortonville School District, Hortonville, Wisconsin

Siri (Lommen) Lichte
owlmntnmusic.com/happy.htm

•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Accompanying, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado
•   Insurance Professional, Phoenix, Arizona

Gustaf Lindquist
guslindquist.com/bio.html

•   Music and Physics Majors
•   Freelance Professional Musician – Lorie Line, Norman Leyden Big Band, Steve Wright Big Band, Crystal Cruises, 

Celebrity Cruises, Steve Millar and Diamondhead, Klezmer and All That Jazz, Chanhassen Dinner Theater, Guthrie 
LAB, Children’s Theater Company, Minnesota Valley Chorale Orchestra, Gloria Dei Brass, Mount Olivet Brass.

Deena (Krohn) Lindstrom
•   Music Major
•   Financial Adviser, Primerica Financial Services, Buffalo, Minnesota

Tom Matchinsky
•   Music Major
•   Director, Customer Analysis and Solutions, United Healthcare, Minnetonka, Minnesota

(Gary) Nate Medsker
linkedin.com/in/gnate

•   Music Major
•   Diploma, Minnesota State College Southeast Technical, Red Wing, Minnesota
•   Brass Repair Technician, Fix This! Musical Instrument Repair, Palatine, Illinois  
•   Trombonist, Kettle Moraine Symphony, Milwaukee Summer Philharmonia, Concord Chamber Orchestra

Macey (Miller) Mulheron
•   Music Education Major
•   6-12 Choir Director, Saint Bernard’s School, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Member: Two River’s Chorale, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Shelley (Kuehn) Ohnsorg
olm.bloomington.k12.mn.us/ties_teacher/ties_teacher/18180

•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Music Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
•   6, 7, 8th Grade and Honors Choir Director, Olson Middle School, Bloomington Independent School District, 

Bloomington, Minnesota

Ryan Renner
•   Music Major
•   San Francisco, California



Michael Richmond
•   Music Major
•   Cibolo, Texas

Karin (Hogberg) Schatte
redeemerschool.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=319780&type=u

•   Music Major
•   Level 3 Orff Schulwerk Certification, Trinity University, San Antonio, Texas
•   Music Teacher, Redeemer Lutheran School, Austin, Texas

Miles Wurster
•   Music Major
•   Master of Music Education, VanderCook College of Music, Chicago, Illinois
•   Master of Music in Wind Band Conducting, Minnesota State University-Mankato, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Director of Instrumental Music, Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minnesota

1999
Dr. Allison Adrian

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Ethnomusicology, University of California, Los Angeles 
•   Ph.D. in Musicology/Ethnomusicology, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Assistant Professor, Saint Catherine University, St Paul, Minnesota
•   Areas: Musicology, Ethnomusicology, critical studies in race and ethnicity, and Women’s Studies.  
•   Expertise in Music and Immigration and Qualitative/Ethnographic Research methods. Fieldwork focused on 

culture/heritage preservation in immigrant and refugee groups (African, Asian, European, and South American) in 
the United States

•   AmeriCorps National Service 2000, Resource Center of the Americas, Minneapolis, Minnesota   
•   ESL Teacher, Resource Center of the Americas  
•   Program Coordinator, YO!: Youth Organizers against Sweatshop ad Child Labor

Meghan (Allen) Eliason
•   Music Major
•   Master of Education in Higher Education, Harvard University Graduate School of Education, Cambridge, 

Massachusetts
•   Academic Advisor, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Brian Choc
•   Music Major
•   Teaming for Technology Colorado, Denver, Colorado

Matthew Dobosenski
•   Music Education Major
•   Event Support Specialist, Gustavus Adolphus College, Saint Peter, Minnesota
•  Member: Mankato Symphony Orchestra, Mankato, Minnesota

The Rev. Brian Friberg
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Religion, Liberty University, Lynchburg, Virginia
•   Founder, Proclaim Productions; started Proclaim at Gustavus Adolphus
•   Worship Pastor, Westwood Community Church, Saint Cloud, Minnesota
•   Worship Leader, 2012 Annual Fellowship of Christian Assemblies International Convention.

Stephanie (Marthaler) Friesz
•   Music Major
•   Human Resources Talent Acquisition Specialist, Saint Jude Medical, Incorporated, Saint Paul, Minnesota

J. Griffin Geisler
•   Music and Communication Studies
•   Wealth Management Consultant, Royal Bank of Canada
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Rosa (Glade) Arnold
•   Music Major
•   Orchestra Director, Mounds Park Academy, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Dr. Naomi (Bowman) Graves
•   Music Major
•   Doctor of Medicine (PharmD), University of Minnesota Medical School, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Pharmacist, Lewis Drug, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Chanda (Walker) Hall
obt.org/outreach_instructors.html
stagedpdx.org

•   Music Major
•   Artistic Director and Co-Founder, Staged!,  Portland’s Award Winning Musical Theater Series
•   Composer, Performer, Teacher
•   City Center’s “Young People’s Dance Series” in Manhattan, Northwest Children’s Theatre, Oregon Children’s 

Theatre, and as an arts specialist in public and private schools  
•   Founder award-winning Musical Theatre Intensive series for High School students in Oregon

Amy (Benson) Heilman
•   Music and Biology Majors
•   Master of Science, Northeastern University, Boston, Massachusetts
•   Physician Assistant, Minnesota Gastroenterology, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Sarah (Hammar) Herzer
•   Music Major
•   Master of Music, Organ Performance, University of Nebraska, Omaha, Nebraska
•   Professor and Church Musician, Kirchenmusikerin und Dozentin am Predigerseminar [Seminary] und an der 

Schlosskirche [Castle Church] Wittenberg, Germany
•   Lirchenmusik-A-Diplom [(A = Artist Level) Certificate in Church Music] Halle a.d. Saale, Germany
•   1998–1999 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Mike Johander
•   Music Major
•   President, Echo Bay Capital, Excelsior, Minnesota
•   Former owner of Echo Bay Studios
•   Professional Bassist

Sarah (Campbell) Leuwerke
wisconsinchamberchoir.org/AboutWCC.html
isthmusvocalensemble.org/ensemble.html

•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Vocal Performance, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin
•   Professional Vocalist
• Member: Isthmus Vocal Ensemble and Wisconsin Chamber Choir, Madison, Wisconsin

Alexander Lindstrom
mantasswimclub.org/TabGeneric.jsp?_tabid_=37093&team=mnmmsc
brbb.org

•   Music Major
•   Assistant Men’s and Women’s Swimming Coach, Gustavus Adolphus College, Saint Peter, Minnesota
•   Head Coach, Mantas Swim Club, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Member: Bend in the River Big Band



Dr. Timothy O’Brien
•   Music and English Majors
•   Master of Arts, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Doctor of Musical Arts in Performance, University of Texas, Austin, Texas
•   Ensemble experience: Rose Ensemble, Dale Warland Singers, Bass Section
•   2010 Visiting Assistant Professor, Gustavus Adolphus College, Saint Peter, Minnesota 
•   2006–2010 Adjunct Instructor, Gustavus Adolphus College, Saint Peter, Minnesota 

Lisa Rodenkirchen
lisa.rodenkirchen@mpls.k12.mn.us

•   Music Major
•   Minnesota Teaching license in Early Childhood Special Education, and Instrumental and Classroom Music 
•   Teacher, Minneapolis Public Schools and Bryn Mawr ECSE Autism Program, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Jessica (Tlougan) Van Tassel
•   Music Major
•   High School Band Director, Stewartville Independent School District, Stewartville, Minnesota

Kathy (Heinz) Wurster
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Science in Vocal Performance, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado
•   Voice Instructor, Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minnesota

2000
Tina (Anderberg) Moore

•   Music Major
•   Account Manager, InfoComm International, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Scott Arnold
•   Music Major
•   Master of Education in Musical Theater, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Elementary Music Teacher, Bloomington Independent School District, Bloomington, Minnesota
•   1999–2000 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Emily Brand-Cleary
•   Music Major
•   Doula and Prenatal Yoga Instructor, Northern Lights Yoga, Helena, Montana

Crystal (Campbell) Burns 
•   Music Major
•   Andover, New Jersey

Kevin Calgren
•   Music Major
•   Owner, Network Medics, Incorporated, Minneapolis, Minnesota (Full-service information technology consulting 

firm)

Kevin Cleary
•   Music Major
•   Master of Education, Montana State University, Bozeman, Montana
•   Director of Orchestra and Choir; General Music, C. R. Anderson Middle School, Helena, Montana

Bonnie Dahlke
valpo.edu/van/news/news_archives/11_11_11.php

•   Music and Business Management Majors
•   Master of Educational Psychology, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, North Carolina
•   Assistant Dean of Students for First-Year Students and Commuter Programs, Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, 

Indiana
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Jessica (Midgarden) Edwards
kantorei.net/members.html

•   Physics Major
•   Electrical Engineering, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Electrical Engineer
•   Member: Kantorei, Professional A Cappella Choral Ensemble, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Erica (Slusser) Haas
•   Music and Art Studio Majors
•   Territory Manager, L’Oreal USA, Incorporated

Roy Heilman
RoyHeilman.com/Tenor/Home.html

•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Vocal Performance, New England Conservatory of Music, Boston, Massachusetts
•   Classical Singer, High Tenor
•   Soloist/performer with The Oratorio Society of Minnesota, The Bach Society of Minnesota, Skylark Opera, Saint Peter 

Choral Society, and The Minnesota Orchestra 
•   High Tenor parts of large oratorio works of the Baroque and Classical eras but also art songs, opera roles, arias in Bach Cantatas 
•   Performer: The Rose Ensemble, Blue Heron, Glorious Revolution Baroque, and Silver Swan (new chamber ensemble)
•   Tenor Section leader of Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis 

Jason Henderson
•   Music Major
•   Investment Advisor, New York Life Insurance Company

Nils Landsberg
undergrad.umhb.edu/cvpa/profiles/nils-landsberg#content

•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Music in Wind Conducting, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma
•   Assistant Professor of Music, Director of Bands and Jazz Ensemble; courses in Music Education, University of Mary 

Hardin-Baylor, Belton, Texas

Amanda (Harlan) Lawrence
•   Music Major
•   Master of Science, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas
•   Master of Library Science (in progress), Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana

John Lehmkuhl 
•   Music Major
•   Associate of Arts in Web Design and Interactive Media, The Art Institutes International-Minnesota
•   Master of Music in Music Theory, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, South Dakota
•   Creative, Apple Retail, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Former Instructor and Academic Advisor, The Institute of Production and Recording, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Kira (Theimer) Morrissey
•   Music Major
•   Music Teacher, Prairie Oaks School of Music, Stevens Point, Wisconsin

Josie Moses
musicprep.tcu.edu/faculty_moses.asp 

•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Piano Performance, Texas Christian University
•   Piano Faculty, Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, Texas
•   President Fort Worth Music Teacher’s Association
•   Pianist, Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Hurst, Texas
•   Independent Music Professional
•   Recent performances include the Aloha International Piano Festival held in Honolulu, HI, and the Mimir Chamber Music 

Festival, Texas Christian University



Dr. Beth Peter
lakewoodfamilymedicine.com/health-staff/beth-peter-md

•   Music and Biology Honors Majors
•   Doctor of Medicine, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Family Practice Physician, Lakewood Medical Clinic

Dana Wallace
windom-mn.com/police-department

•   Music and Criminal Justice Majors
•   Police Officer, Windom Police Department, Windom, Minnesota

Kelly (Harms) Wimmer
kellyharms.com/news/2012/8/13/praise-for-good-luck-girls

•   Music Major
•   Author, Jane Rotrosen Agency, New York, New York
•   Debut novel, The Good Luck Girls of Shipwreck Lane

2001
Amanda (Saveland) Armstrong

•   Music Major
•   Systems Manager, DaVita, Incorporated, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Tammy Bishop
•   Music Major
•   Band Director, Lake Havasu High School, Lake Havasu City, Arizona

Carolyn (Clemen) Bollinger
vailplace.org/about-us/staff-directory

•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Behavioral Health Case Manager, Vail Place, Hennepin County, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   “Take Four” Saxophone Quartet

Erin Cederlind
•   Music Major
•   Administrative Assistant, National Symphony Orchestra, John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, 

Washington, D.C.
•   Choral and opera chorus, Piano Accompanist, Violist

Lisa Froelich
•   Music Major
•   Coordinator, Save the Scenic Santa Ritas, Inc., Tucson, Arizona

Beth Gusenius
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Musicology (in progress), University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Music Department Coordinator, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Jason Haaheim
jasonhaaheim.com/Professional.html

•   Music Honors and Physics Majors
•   Master of Science in Electrical Engineering, University of California, Santa Barbara
•   Senior Research and Development Engineer, Nanolnk (NanoStem Cell Division), Skokie, Illinois
•   Principal Timpanist, Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, New York, New York
•   Former Principal Timpanist Southwest Michigan Symphony Orchestra
•   Former Principal Timpanist, Chicago Civic Orchestra

Jacob Hagedorn
•   Music Major
•   Rural Carrier, US Postal Service
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Debbie Holte
•   Music Major
•   Surgical Production Operator, Coloplast Corporation, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Melissa (Bateson) Keltgen
mmftc.com/clinical_staff/melissa_keltgen_ms_lmft

•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Master of Science, Professional Community Counseling with a focus in Marriage and Family, Minnesota State 

University-Mankato, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Marriage and Family Therapist, State of Minnesota License
•   Marriage and Family Therapist, Mankato Marriage and Family TherapyTherapy Center, Mankato, Minnesota

Justin Kennedy
•   Music Honors
•   Master of Music in Conducting, Saint Cloud State University, St. Cloud, Minnesota
•   Grade 7–12 Director of Bands, Long Prairie-Grey Eagle Schools, Long Prairie, Minnesota

Andrew Kestly
•   Music and Communication Studies
•   Certified Financial Planner curriculum, Financial Planning and Services, The American College, Bryn Mawr, 

Pennsylvania
•   Retail Manager, Target Stores, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Kristin Larson
•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Clinical Supervisor, Behavioral Dimensions, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Kim (Johnson) Lo
•   Music and Communication Studies Majors
•   International Relocation Manager, The MI Group, Vernon Hills, Illinois

Jessica Martin
•   Music and English Majors
•   Music Lessons, Voice and Piano, Bothell, Washington

Kristine Nelson
nka.com/staff/kristine-nelson

•   Music and Communication Studies Majors
•   Post-baccalaureate Paralegal Certificate, Minnesota Paralegal Institute, Minnetonka, Minnesota
•   Paralegal, Matthew H. Morgan and Rachhanna T. Srey at Nichols Kaster PLLP Attorneys at Law, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Member: various community Music Ensembles

Dan Pearson
•   Music Major
•   Master of Business Administration in Investment Science, University of Nebraska at Omaha, Omaha, Nebraska
•   Underwriting Administrator, National Indemnity Company, Omaha, Nebraska

Erin (Bonitz) Riess
•   Music and Mathematics Majors
•   Master of Science in Statistics, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa
•   Transcription Clerk, Saint Luke’s Hospital, Bemidji, Minnesota

Lisa (Veenhuis) Schoen
•   Music Major
•   Music Teacher, Deerwood Elementary, Rosemount/Apple Valley/Eagan Independent School District, Rosemount, 

Minnesota
•   2000–2001 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Jennifer (Wetherbee) VanRiper
•   Music Major
•   Director of Children’s Education/Music, Community of the Cross Church, Bloomington, Minnesota



2002
Diane (Moberg) Aikin
gustavus.edu/alumni/class/classletters/2002Mar07.html

•   Music Honors
•   Master of Music in Organ Performance, University of Notre Dame, South Bend, Indiana
•   Adjunct Instructor in Music, Applied Organ, Music Theory, Hastings College, Hastings, Nebraska
•   Former Organist, Hanover Presbyterian Church, Hanover, Indiana

Eric Bell
•   Music Major
•   Eric Bell Piano Studio, Roseville, Minnesota
•   Member: Minnesota Music Teacher’s Association

Andrea (Wentzel) Dalton
•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Master of Arts in Music Therapy, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 
•   Music Therapist, Rainbow Mental Health Facility, Kansas City, Kansas
•   President, Kansas City Metro Music Therapists
•   Technology Committee Chairperson, American Music Therapy Association
•   Private Voice, Guitar, and Piano Studio

Beth (McBroom) Dinger
•   Music Major
•   General Music Teacher, Washington Elementary, Cloquet Independent School District, Cloquet, Minnesota

Adam Fortin
•   Music Major
•   Post-baccalaureate Paralegal Certificate, Minnesota Paralegal Institute
•   Legal Assistant, Messerli and Kramer Law Firm, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Hope Grover
•   Music Education Major
•   Director of Music, Orchestra, Classroom Music, Eagle Ridge Academy, Eden Prairie, Minnesota
•   Cymbal Instructor, River City Rhythm (winter drumline), Champlin, Minnesota
•   Member: Leadership Academy for Charter and Alternative School Administrators, Center for School Change, 

University of Minnesota/Macalester College, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Member: Minnesota State Band, Minnesota Valley Symphony

Tanner Hammerschmidt
•   Music Major
•   Teaching Professional, Classic Swing Golf School, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

Brian Hobson
•   Music Education Major
•   Music Teacher, Hinckley Elementary School, Hinckley, Minnesota

Kristin (Hoffman) Peavler
•   Music Major
•   Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Loyola University, Chicago, Illinois
•   Pediatrics Oncology Nurse, Pittsburgh Children’s Hospital, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Emily Ireland
brightermindsmusic.com

•   Music and German Majors
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Director and Teacher, Brighter Minds Music – lessons and classes for babies through adults, four locations and 7 

teachers, (formerly Emily Ireland Music Studio and Musikgarten Twin Cities), Minneapolis, Minnesota
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Katie (Bartz) Johnson
•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Clarinet Performance, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin
•   Homemaker

Andy Juhl
andyjuhl.com/fr_biography.cfm
andyjuhl.com/fr_1riverlight.cfm
andyjuhl.com/fr_2talesfromthebuffalobluestem.cfm
youtube.com/watch?v=IPG2H63yv-c&feature=youtu.be
myspace.com/andyjuhl

•   Music Major
•   Singer, Songwriter, Guitarist, and Farmer
•   Member: Trimmed Hedges, Pharoahs of Rhythm
•   CD Recordings A Simple Life on Land and Tales From the Buffalo Blue Stem 
•   “We Belong to the Earth” 2008 Honorable Mention Independent Singer-Songwriter Association
•   Television: MTV’s The Hills and Road Rules, Lifetime’s America’s Psychic Challenge, Oxygen Network’s Bad Girls
•   2008 Stone Arch Festival, Mid-America Music Festival, Red Gorilla Music Festival

Cindy (Brincks) Juhl
•   Music Major
•   Homemaker (Andy Juhl is husband)

John Juhl
•   Music and Computer Science Majors
•   Software Testing, Aatrix Software, Grand Forks, North Dakota
•   Drummer for Andy Juhl

Melissa Klaas
•   Music Major
•   Operations Coordinator, Emerald City Theater, Chicago, Illinois 

Misti Koop
•   Music Education Major
•   Master of Arts in Theater Arts, University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, North Dakota
•   Professional Singer/Dancer/Musician/Actor
•   Jesus Christ Superstar National Tour, Burning Hills Singer, The Medora Musical! (Medora, outdoor amphitheater), 

Smith Family Dinner Theater, Grand Majestic Theater, ArtsPower Touring Company
•   Entertainer: Singer, Dancer, Saxophonist, Actor

Ben Leroy
•   Music Major
•   System/Network Engineer, Minneapolis Public Schools, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Professional Horn player, Mankato Symphony Orchestra, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Apple Certified Technician

The Rev. Paul Miller 
•   Music and History Majors
•  Master of Divinity, Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Pastor, Saint Andrew Lutheran Church, Canyon Lake, Texas

Colin Mullen
•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Brewer, Barley John’s Brew Pub, New Brighton, Minnesota

Ross Nelson
•   Music Major
•   Associate of Science in Recording, Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
•   Audio Engineer/Producer, Freelance Audio Engineer, Brown Hound Music + Sound, Raleigh-Durham, North 

Carolina



Dr. Marie (Rivers) Rule
rulemusic.com

•   Music Honors
•   Master of Music in Clarinet Performance, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, Illinois
•   Master of Music in Musicology, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, Illinois
•   Ph.D. in Musicology, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, Illinois
•   Middle School Band Director, Nativity of Mary School, Bloomington, Minnesota
•   Co-Artistic Director and Singer, Mila Vocal Ensemble, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Private Woodwind Studio

Chris Rupp
homefreevocalband.com/home/main.html

•   Music Major 
•   Home Free Vocal Band, Composer and Arranger
•   1st Place Harmony Sweepstakes Chicago Regional
•   CDs: Live from the Road, Kickin’ It Old School, From the Top, and Christmas Vols. I and II

The Rev. Anna (Garbisch) Sorenson
•   Music and Religion Majors
•   Master of Divinity, Princeton Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey
•   Master of Sacred Theology, The Lutheran Theological School, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
•   Pastor, French Creek Lutheran Church, La Crosse, Wisconsin.

Chris Wagener
•   Music Major
•   Director of Youth and Family Ministry, King of Glory Lutheran Church, Boise, Idaho

Erin Winchell
mnohs.org/content/view/42/67

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Education, Minnesota State University – Mankato, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Music Teacher, Minnesota Online High School, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   French Horn with South of the River Community Band and Dakota Brass Quintet
•   Private Studio

Dr. Angela Ziebarth
•   Music and Biology Majors
•   Doctor of Medicine, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, South Dakota
•   Instructor, Graduate Medical Hospital, University of Alabama, Birmingham, Alabama
•   2001–2002 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

2003
Dave Adolphson

•   Computer Science Major
•   Solution Architect, Capella Education University, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Principal Trombone, Rochester Symphony Orchestra and Chorale, Rochester, Minnesota

Christine Anderson
christinesfloraltouch.com/about.htm

•   Music Major
•   Owner, Wedding Floral Designer, Christine’s Floral Touch, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Jenny (Lingle) Beer
•   Music and English Majors
•   Director of Performance Consulting, Education Partners Incorporated, Denver, Colorado

Andrew Hasty
•   Music Major
•   Music Teacher and 9–12 Choir, Sauk Rapids Rice Independent School District, Sauk Rapids, Minnesota
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Dr. Nathan Kennedy
•   Music Honors
•   Master of Arts in Music Theory, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Master of Music in Piano Performance, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin
•   Doctor of Musical Arts in Collaborative Piano and Coaching, Minor in Music Theory, University of Minnesota, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Adjunct Instructor of Music Theory, Concordia University, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Private Piano Studio, Accompanist
•   2002–2003 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Ben Marti
•   Music Major
•   Professional Pianist, Accompanist
•   Ben Marti Jazztet, Mankato Symphony Orchestra, Southern Minnesota REAL Big Band and several others
•   Family-owned Morgan Creek Vineyards, New Ulm, Minnesota

Kerstin McEwen
•   Music and Scandinavian Studies Majors
•   Administrative Assistant, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Loveland, Colorado

Eric Parrish
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts, University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, Colorado
•   Instructor of Music/Theater, Minnesota West Community and Technical College, Granite Falls, Minnesota

Daniel Roeder
dan.the-roeders.com

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Composition, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
•   Composer, Tenor, Teacher, Accompanist
•   Recent works include The Boy in Black, a full-length musical in collaboration with New York playwright Tony 

Meneses, and “Flight to Varennes,” a concert dance piece in collaboration with Philadelphia based choreographer 
Rain Ross

Annie (Johnson) Selander
•   Music Major
•   Therapeutic Recreation Assistant, Inver Grove Good Samaritan Center, Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota

2004
Elisabeth Axtell

•   Music Honors and English Majors
•   Master of Music in Horn Performance, Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts
•   Co-Founder Grand Harmonie
•   Senior Development Associate, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Boston, Massachusetts
•   2003–2004 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Neil Batchelor
•   Music and History Majors
•   Sales Engineer, Telvent, Denver, Colorado

John Cook
•   Music Honors
•   Director of Bands, Oglivie Public School District, Oglivie, Minnesota



Erinn Danielson
childrensmn.org/patientfamily/family-services-a-resources/child-life/music-therapy
musictherapymn.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/docs/Election_Slate_Bios_Fall_2011.226202018.pdf

•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Therapeutic Recreation Assistant/Music Therapist
•   Master of Arts in Music Education-Music Therapy, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Secretary, Music Therapy Association of Minnesota

Rachel DeVille
•   Music Major
•   Manager, Lone Spur Grill and Bar, Minnetonka, Minnesota

Jana (Parobek) Grim
•   Music Major
•   Director of Operations, Foothills Dance, Mesa, Arizona

James Knowles 
linkedin.com/in/jamesmknowles

•   Music Honors
•   Master of Music in Viola Performance, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado
•   Development Manager, Individual Relations, Mile High Chapter, American Red Cross, Denver, Colorado

Karen (Gennrich) Lewis
•   Music Major
•   Account Coordinator, Young America Corporation, Young America, Minnesota

Nathaniel Orpen, Esq.
•   Political Science and History Majors
•   Doctor of Law (Juris Doctor), William Mitchell College of Law, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Licensing Specialist, Rasmussen College, Bloomington, Minnesota
•   Percussionist, Saint Peter Choral Society, Saint Peter, Minnesota

Adam Rupp
homefreevocalband.com/home/main.html

•   Music Honors 
•   Home Free Vocal Band 
•   1st Place Harmony Sweepstakes Chicago Regional
•   CDs: Live from the Road, Kickin’ It Old School, From the Top, and Christmas Vols. I and II
•   First place vocal percussionist titles, Denver National Harmony Sweepstakes and Chicago National Harmony 

Sweepstakes

Candice (Cosens) Sikel
•   Music Major
•   Homemaker
•   Formerly, Band Director, Shakopee Junior and Senior High School, Shakopee, Minnesota

Andrew Thill
homepages.gac.edu/~athill/Biography.html

•   Music Major
•   Jordan, Minnesota

Ntxuam Vang
•   Music Major
•   Fort Collins, Colorado

Rachel (Seely) Ward
•   Music Major
•   Legal Assistant, Eckberg, Lammers, Briggs, Wolff, and Vierling PLLP, Stillwater, Minnesota
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Jeni (Kilby) Wojahn
•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Retail Buyer, 5 Swans, Wayzata, Minnesota

Sara (Kilby) Wright
•   Art Major and Music Minor
•   Private Piano and Graphic Arts, Minnetonka, Minnesota

Melissa Wulf
•   Music and Religion Majors
•   Employee Retention Coordinator, Advance Services Incorporated, Norfolk, Nebraska

2005
Beth Andert

•   Music and English Majors
•   Trainer, CapTel, Madison, Wisconsin

Dr. Jolene (Johnson) Armstrong
•   Music and Honors Physics Majors
•   Master of Science in Physics, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Ph.D. in Physics, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Assistant Professor of Physics, Saint Catherine University, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Zachary Armstrong
zach-armstrong.com/Home.html

•   Music Honors and Computer Science Majors
•   Violin/Viola Instructor, Saint Joseph’s School of Music, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Section Viola, Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra
•   Principal Viola, Buffalo Community Orchestra
•   Private Studio, Coon Rapids

Dr. Dana Barron
newberry.org/01232009-2009-multidisciplinary-graduate-student-conference
www4.wittenberg.edu/academics/music/Isabelleindex.html
music.indiana.edu/departments/academic/musicology/current-students.shtml

•   Music Honors
•   Master of Arts in Musicology, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana
•   Ph.D. in Musicology, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana
•   2012 Dissertation research travel, Italy, Seminario Maggiore in Aosta and the Castello del Buonconsiglio in Trent, 

“Continental Scribes and the Reception of Fifteenth-Century English Mass Music.”
•   2004–2005 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Marissa (Wold) Bauck
•   Music and English Majors
•   Project Manager, Augsburg Fortress Publishers, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Josh Carlson
myspace.com/jacobmartinmusic

•   Music Major
•   Drummer, Jacob Martin Band
•   Percussion Instructor, MacPhail Center for Music, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Freelance Percussionist/Drummer 
•  Member:  Minnesota Percussion Trio, Duluth Symphony Orchestra, Duluth, Minnesota
•   Clinician: Minnesota Youth Symphonies, Organ Donors (Rock Trio)



Beth (Wojahn) Feltes
windomnews.com/main.asp?SectionID=9&SubSectionID=9&ArticleID=23605

•   Music Major
•   Family Ministry Team Director, Prince of Peace Lutheran, Burnsville, Minnesota
•   Piano Teacher

Paul Fraser
paulfrasermusic.com

•   Music and Computer Science Majors
•   Master of Fine Arts in Composition, California Institute of Technology 
•   Composer, Sound Designer, Performer, Curator, Los Angeles, California
•   Winner – 2005 California Institute of Technology Composition Contest
•   Scorer/Sound Designer/Orchestrator: Newsweek, Whole Foods, Alloy Digital, Pubertina webseries
•   Film: Slamdance Film Festival (UT), London International Animation festival, Art Monastery Short Film Festival 

(Italy)
•   Instrumental, choral, theater/dance: Getty Center (LA), New York City Electroacoustical Festival, REDCAT 

Winter Studio (LA), the S.E.M. Ens. Workshop (NY City), Saint Magnus Festival (Scotland)
•   Assistant Web Editor and Writer for ‘24700’ News Blog, California Institute of the Arts

Jillian Hiscock
•   Music Major
•   Master of Education, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Assistant Director of Admissions, College of Saint Benedict/Saint John’s University, Collegeville, Minnesota

The Rev. Johanna Johnson
theunion.com/article/20110819/FEATURES/110819765

•   Music and Religion Majors
•   Master of Divinity, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut
•   Pastor, Bethlehem Lutheran Church of Penfield and Saint Martin Lutheran, Webster, New York
•   It was in the spring of her junior year of High School that Johanna was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. She 

spent the summer undergoing chemotherapy and radiation treatment.
•   The Make-a-Wish Foundation offered her, as a child battling a life-threatening illness, the opportunity to “make a 

wish.” An avid oboe player, she wished for the chance to sit in the midst of a great symphony orchestra. The end 
result was an invitation from Joseph Robinson, principal oboist of the New York Philharmonic, to perform with the 
Philharmonic, Avery Fisher Hall, New York. The New York Times and several television and radio networks covered 
Johanna’s experience extensively

•   She was especially thrilled when Joseph Robinson accepted her invitation to play with her on her senior recital

Brady Krusemark
•   Music Major
•   High School Band Director, Mankato West High School, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Assistant Director, Lancers Drum and Bugle Corps, Mankato, Minnesota

Carmen Leger
•   Music Major
•   5-12 Band Director, Lakeview Public Schools, Cottonwood, Minnesota

Travis Lennox
•   Music Major
•   Assistant Engineer, Two Fish Recording Studios, Mankato, Minnesota

Amanda Lodermeier
•   Music Major
•   Graduate work, Drexel University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
•   Elementary Education Manager, Way to Grow, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Laura Pieper
•   Music Major
•   Woodwind Repair Technician, Groth Music Company, Minneapolis, Minnesota
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Christine Ruggles
•   Music Major
•   Music Teacher, Eduardo Mata Elementary School, Dallas, Texas

Laura (Johnson) Stelter
s-sm.org/directory/staff-faculty-directory/
gustavus.edu/events/athletics/tlc/2001/2001/Staff2001pages/Johnson.html

•   Music and English Majors
•   English As A Second Language Teacher, Shattuck-Saint Mary’s School, Faribault, Minnesota

Lesli (Huettl) Sutor
•   Music Major
•   Master of Education, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota, Winona, Minnesota
•   4th–5th Grade Music Teacher, Spring Lake Park Independent School District, Spring Lake Park, Minnesota

Jenn (Hagen) Trygg
•   Music Major
•   Piano Teacher, Vadnais Heights, Minnesota

2006
The Rev. Seyward (Mattson) Ask

•   Music Major
•   Master of Divinity, Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Associate Pastor, Christ the King Lutheran Church, Cumming, Georgia

Sara Burns
•   Music and History Majors
•   Graduate Certificate in Nonprofit Management, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
•   L1 Law Student, New England Law | Boston
•   Previously: Administrative Assistant, Wisconsin Conservatory of Music, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Sara Butwinick
•   Music Major
•   Ph.D. Graduate Student in Vocal Music, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa

Brandon Darcy
•   Music Major
•   Band, Choir, K–12 Music Teacher, Campbell-Tintah Public Schools, Campbell, Minnesota

Chad Fothergill
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Organ Performance, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
•   Doctor of Musical Arts in Musicology (in progress), University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
•   Director of Music Ministries, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Iowa City, Iowa
•   Cantor of Christ Chapel and Visiting Instructor in Music 2009-2012
•   Previously Dean of the University of Iowa Chapter of the American Guild of Organists (AGO), Education Chair 

of the Sioux Trails Chapter AGO, Vice President for Region III of the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians 
(ALCM)

•   Staff Member: Iowa Summer Music Camps and the Lutheran Summer Music Academy and Festival. From 2010–
2012, he was Vice President for Region III of the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians

•   2005–2006 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Jonathan Grimsby
•   Music Major
•   Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Aaron Hanson
•   Music and Political Science Majors
•   Internet Client Advisor, BMW of Minnetonka, Minnetonka, Minnesota



Ana (Sietsema) Hulzebos
•   Music and Latin Majors
•   Substitute Teacher
•   Accountant, American Guitar and Band, Maple Grove, Minnesota
•   Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Chisago City, Minnesota

Mark Iverson
•   Sociology and Anthropology Major
•   Server, Rustico, Neighborhood Restaurant Group, Arlington, Virginia
•   U.S. Marine Corps Drum and Bugle Corps, Washington, D.C.

Amy Janssen
•   Music Major
•   Open Book/ABE Coordinator, Math Lab Instructor, Focus Points Family Resource Center, Denver, Colorado

Katie (Fillius) McClave
danavmusic.com/instructors/katie-mcclave

•   Music Honors
•   Master of Music in Vocal Performance and Pedagogy, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado
•   Co-Director, Dana V Music, Louisville, Colorado
•   Internship in vocal health and rehabilitating injured voices, Fairview Voice Center for Voice Education and Therapy, 

University of Minnesota, Fairview Medical Center
•   Private Voice and Piano Studio; accompanying

Colin McGuire 
Colin.m.mcguire@gmail.com

•   Political Science Major
•   Member: Thuringer Salon Quintet and Thunder Bay Symphony
•   Member and Guest Associate Concertmaster, South Dakota Symphony, Duluth-Superior Symphony Orchestra
•   Principal Violinist, Music Saint Croix, Stillwater, Minnesota
•   Minnesota Sinfonia
•   Minnesota Orchestra (substitute)

Emily Najjar
•   Music Major
•   Technical Support Director, Healthsense, Mendota Heights, Minnesota

Nick Palmer
•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Debt Loan Acquisition Analyst, National Loan Acquisition Co.,  Lake Oswego, Oregon

Anna Lisa Poganski
ercregistry.com/index.a4d?action=search.profilePage&id=6518

•   Art History Major
•   Professional Singer: ERC Registry Artist – A Cappella, Americana, Contemporary, Jazz, Folk, Gospel & Spiritual, 

Multi-Cultural
•   Administrative Assistant, Bottom Line Lawyers, Auburn, California

Shannon Schultze
buffalosuzukistrings.org/Content/Our_Teachers/Our-Teachers.aspx

•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Cello Performance, Illinois State University, Normal, Illinois
•   Buffalo Suzuki Strings
•   Cello Instructor

Charlotte Seibel
•   Music and Theatre Majors
•   Morris, Minnesota
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Todd Swingle  
portfolio.du.edu/pc/port?portfolio=tswingle

•   Music Honors
•   Composer, Theorist, Percussionist, Bassist
•   Master of Music, Lamont School of Music, University of Denver, Denver, Colorado 
•   Instructor of Music History, Colorado Mountain College, Glenwood Springs, Colorado
•   Lecturer of Music Theory, Lamont School of the University of Denver, Denver, Colorado
•   2009 Anne Culver Lamont Student Composition Prize Winner led to commissioned  composition To be… by The 

Playground Ensemble

Eric Wilberg
•   Music and Psychology Majors 
•   Master of Arts in Business Administration, University of Colorado, Denver (expected 2014) 
•   Consulting Associate, Multicare Consulting Services  (hospital health care industry), Chicago, Illinois

Dawn Michelle (Gehlar) Williams
dawnmichellewilliams.com/
dawnmichellewilliams.com/blog/products-page/
finearts.blog.gustavus.edu/2011/06/06/dawn-gehlhar-williams-06-music-story-telling

•   Music and Communication Studies Majors 
•   Composer, Recording Artist, Teacher, Pianist/Vocalist
•   CD Recordings: Facing Forward, Dawn Michelle Williams, Christmas Dreams, and Inspirations
•   Collaborative Pianist, Private Studio

2007
Amanda (Nehotte) Barrie

•   Music Major
•   Shift Supervisor, Caribou Coffee Company

Katherine (Johns) Bergman
katherinebergman.net
capricesaxophonequartet.weebly.com

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Composition and Saxophone Performance, University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa
•   Composer and Freelance Saxophonist, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Saxophonist, Caprice Saxophone Quartet, 1st Things 1st, and the Encore Wind Ensemble 

Greg Dokken
armstrongchoirs.org/private-voice-lessons.html

•   Music Honors
•   Master of Arts in Vocal Performance, University of Minnesota-Duluth, Minnesota
•   Professional Singer and Voice Teacher
•   Roles: Dulcamara in L’Elisir d’Amore, Tonio in I Pagliacci, Count Almaviva in Glensheen’s production of Le Nozze 

di Figaro, Ford in Verdi’s Falstaff, and 2nd Philistine in Samson et Dalila with the 2008 Sieur Du Luth Summer 
Arts Festival, Rev. Baines for the University of Minnesota’s production of Elmer Gantry

•   Baritone Soloist: Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy and Brahms’s Requiem with the Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra 
•   Recipient, 2009–2010 Baake Choral Scholarship, Duluth-Superior Symphony Orchestra Chorus 

Sandra (Stehman) Eisenbarth
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts
•   6-8th Grade Choral Teacher
•   Montgomery County Public Schools, Montgomery, Maryland



Chris Fogderud
lakesareamusic.org/?page_id=280

•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts, American Band College (Ashland, Oregon) of Sam Houston State University
•   Director of Bands, Brainerd High School, Brainerd, Minnesota
•   Member: Heartland Symphony Orchestra and the Odyssey Brass Quintet. 

Jessica Halvorson
•   Music and Communication Studies Majors
•   Pre-K Lead, Music, and Spanish Teacher, Primrose School of West Plymouth, Plymouth, Minnesota

Kristen Heider
•   Music Major
•   Office Manager, Theater Latte Da, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Ryan Ike
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Composition, San Francisco State University, San Francisco, California
•   Composer, Santa Clara, California
•   Piano and Percussion Teacher
•   Composer for media projects; video games, film, documentaries, and websites. He has written for a wide variety 

of projects, including independent films, the Berlin and Beyond Film Festival, and a documentary for the San Jose 
Ballet, the soundtrack for “Gunpoint,” an indie game by Tom Francis 

Sarah Johnson
•   Music Major
•   Music Teacher, Bloomington Independent School District, Bloomington, Minnesota

Liz (Jaede) Lindner
•   Music Major
•   Music Teacher, Sun Path Elementary and Jackson Elementary, Shakopee Public Schools, Shakopee, Minnesota

Travis Michelson
mylife.com/c-13505340223

•   Music Major
•   9-12 Choir Director and AP Music Theory Teacher, Willmar Independent School District, Willmar, Minnesota

Alison (Fast) Molony
•   Music Major
•   Inside Sales Manager, Ramada Plaza and Suites, Fargo, North Dakota

Ben Richter
•   Music Major
•   Youth Ministry Director, Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, Excelsior, Minnesota
•   Freelance Musician, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Justin Schramm
priorlake-savage.k12.mn.us/168520899259717/site/default.asp

•   Music Major
•   Band Director, Prior Lake High School, Savage, Minnesota
•   Member: Grand Symphonic Winds and Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra.
•   Manager: Concert and Recital Series, Lutheran Summer Music Academy and Festival

Lindsay Schultz
•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Horn Performance, Western Illinois University, Macomb, Illinois
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Lisa Skarbakka
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Therapy, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas
•   Music Therapist, University of Minnesota Medical Center, Fairview, North Memorial Health Care, Minneapolis, 

Minnesota

Dr. Alexander Zupan
ma.utexas.edu/users/zupan/index.html

•   Music Honors and Mathematics Majors
•   Master of Science in Mathematics, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
•   Ph.D. Mathematics, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
•   NSF Post-doctoral Fellowship and Instructor, University of Texas, Austin, Texas
•   Author, Mathematics Researcher, Pianist
•   2006–2007 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

2008
Rachel Braband

•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Clarinet Performance, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, Illinois 

Katie (Patterson) Brugger
•   Music Major
•   Albany, Wisconsin
•   AmeriCorps

Sam Eckberg
singersmca.org
singersmca.org/about-us/personnel/singers

•   Music Major
•   Meadowvale Elementary School, Elk River, Minnesota
•   Classroom Music Teacher
•   Member: The Singers: Minnesota Choral Artists (world class choral ensemble instituted after Dale Warland 

ensemble disbanded)

Adam Eckhardt 
kantorei.net/members.html

•   Communication Studies Major
•   Professional Development Manager, Sonic Management Group, Executive Director, Take the Hill Triathlon, and 

Executive Director, Take The Hill Triathlon, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Member: Kantorei, Professional A Cappella Choral Ensemble, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Brian Fahey
singersmca.org

•   Music Major
•   General Manager, Minnesota Choral Artists, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Christopher Forsberg
theboysnthebarrels.com

•   Finance Major
•   Financial Advisor at UBS Financial Services, Incorporated, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•  Fiddler, The Boys N’ The Barrels (Bluegrass Band)
•  CDs: The Bottom of the Barrel and The Boys N’ The Barrels

Jessica Gehrke
rschooltoday.com/se3bin/clientgenie.cgi

•   Music Major
•   Bold Public Schools, Bird Island Elementary, Bird Island, Minnesota
•   Elementary Band/Music Teacher



Stacie Handahl
•   International Management Major
•   Account Operations Consultant, General Mills, Saint Louis Park, Minnesota
•   Professional Development Manager, Sonic Management Group, Executive Director, Take the Hill Triathlon, and 

Executive Director, Take The Hill Triathlon, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Andrew Jensen
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Education, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Director of Bands, Triton Public High School, Dodge Center, Minnesota
•   Conductor of Owatonna Community Band, Owatonna, Minnesota
•   2007–2008 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Evan Morud
kantorei.net/members.html

•   Management Major
•   Loan Documents Specialist, Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Member: Kantorei, Professional A Cappella Choral Ensemble, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Jessica Listerud
•   Music Major
•   Music Teacher, Bold, Bird Island Elementary School, Bold Public Schools, Bird Island, Minnesota

Krista Nelson
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Therapy, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Therapeutic Recreation Coordinator/Music Therapist, Martin Luther Care Center, Bloomington, Minnesota

Kira O’Bradovich
•   Music and Eastern European History Majors
•   Master of Science, International Public Service, DePaul University, Chicago, Illinois

Joshua Orpen
•   Communication Studies Major
•   Public Relations, Target Corporation, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Percussionist, Saint Peter Choral Society, Saint Peter, Minnesota

Dr. Christa Saeger
music.umn.edu/news/announcements

•   Music and Psychology Majors
•   Master of Music, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Doctor of Musical Arts, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Musical Mentors, Bloomington, Minnesota
•   Resident Cellist, Bloomington Civic Theater, Bloomington, Minnesota
•   Freelance musician

Annika Torkelson
elkriver.k12.mn.us/webpages/atorkelson

•   Music Major
•   Master in Choral Music Education, University of Saint Thomas, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   6–7 Band/Choir Director, Vandenburge Middle School, Elk River, Minnesota

Matt Wilberg
•   Music Honors
•   Indiana University student, Bloomington, Indiana
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Mark Wirbisky
•   Music Major
•   Master of Music, Illinois State University, Normal, Illinois
•   Viola, Sinfonia da Camera, Bloomington/Normal, Illinois
•   Principal Viola, Illinois State University Symphony Orchestra
•   Substitute Viola, Illinois Symphony Orchestra

2009
Sara Halberg

•   Music and Management Majors
•   Administrative Assistant for Institutional Advancement, Viterbo University, La Crosse, Wisconsin

James Ihrke
•   Music Major
•   Jazz Bassist
•   Member: Ben Marti Jazztet and several other Jazz and Bluegrass groups
•   Recipient, Emerging Artist Grant, Prairie Lakes Arts Counsel and the McKnight Foundation, Mankato, Minnesota

Emily Johnson
•   Music and Religion Majors
•   Pre-School Teacher, Saint Paul’s Childhood Center, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Heidi Larson
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Arts and Cultural Management, Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota, Winona, Minnesota
•   Development Assistant, Weisman Art Museum, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Erik Mahon
•   Music Honors
•   Master of Music in Trumpet Performance, University of South Dakota, Vermillion, South Dakota
•   Doctor of Musical Arts (in progress), University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas

Emily Moran
•   Music Major
•   Indian Head Park, Illinois

Nicole (Parris) Jacobs
•   Music Major
•   Husband stationed in United States Marine Corps Air Base, Yuma, Arizona

Maggie Sotos
•   History Major
•   Administrative Assistant, Myers Thompson P.A., Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Playwright, TROY! A Musical, Minnesota Fringe Festival 

Becky Strobel
beckystrobel.com/Professional_Portfolio_of_Becky_Strobel/Resume.html

•   Music Major
•   Director of Bands 5–12, Fosston School District, Fosston, Minnesota

Mark Wamma
•   Music Honors
•   Violinist, Mankato Symphony Orchestra, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Private Studio



Dr. Hannah Wunsch
stmartinschamberchoir.org/Bios.htm

•   Music Honors
•   Master of Music, Choral Conducting, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado
•   Doctorate of Musical Arts, Choral Conducting and Literature, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado
•   Director of Collegiate Chorale, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado
•   2008–2009 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

2010
Kathryn (Casey) Bennett
centennial.k12.mn.us/cms/dept/music/index.html

•   Music Major
•   Vocal Music Teacher, Centennial Middle School, Lino Lakes, Minnesota

Kirsten Bouma
•   Music Major
•   Master of Arts in Music Therapy, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
•   Barista, Barnes and Noble, Iowa City, Iowa

Daniel Braak
•   Music Major with Business Emphasis
•   Consultant, Boom Lab, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Guitarist/Bassist Freelance
•   Two Fish Studios Internship, Mankato, Minnesota

Bethany Brown
•   Music Major
•   Sacramento, California

Zachary Coles
•   Music Major
•   9-12 Vocal Music Teacher, Elizabeth High School, Elizabeth, Colorado
•   Assistant Cross-Country Coach and Musical Director, Elizabeth High School

Elliott Crouch 
•   Music Major
•   Director of Bands, Fall City Public Schools (Seacrest), Falls City, Nebraska 

Alyssa Hansen
•   Music Major
•   Customer Care Associate, Augsburg Fortress Publishing, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Laura Mahowald
•   Music Major
•   K-12 Music Teacher, Glen Ullin Public School, Farmington, Minnesota

David Mann
•   Music Honors
•   Bachelor of Arts in English, Augsburg College, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Paraprofessional (special education), elementary school, Vermillion, South Dakota
•   Composer, Arranger, Pianist: two symphonies finished and various arrangements
•   2009–2010 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Matt Olson 
kantorei.net/members.html

•   Financial Economics Major and Music Minor
•   Healthcare Consultant, Accretive Health, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Member: Kantorei, Professional A Cappella Choral Ensemble, Saint Paul, Minnesota
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Ashley Tibbetts
slideshare.net/ashley_tibbetts/ashley-tibbetts-online-marketing-resume

•   Music Major
•   Online Marketing Specialist, Network Medics Inc, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Piano Instructor, Mankato, Minnesota

Elizabeth Winslow
elizabethwinslow.com

•   Music Honors
•   Director of High School Band and Choir, Marshall County Central Schools, Newfolden, Minnesota

2011
Logan Arndt
lakesareamusic.org/?page_id=4159

•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Horn Performance, University of Minnesota School of Music, Minneapolis, Minnesota
•   Lakes Area Music Festival Orchestra Member, Brainerd, Minnesota

Logan Burnside
•   Music Major
•   Jordan High School and Middle School Band Director, Jordan, Minnesota
•   Private Saxophone Teacher, Jordan, Minnesota

Sarah Cartwright
dglobe.com/event/article/id/54135

•   Music Major
•  Co-Owner, River City Eatery, Windom, Minnesota
•   Private Music Studio; Voice, Piano, Guitar lessons and Songwriter, Windom, Minnesota

Monica (Klutzke) Degnan
•   Music and Mathematics Majors
•   Student and Research Assistant, Department of Statistics, Iowa State University

Jessica Gjerde
•   Music Major
•   Admissions Connection Specialist, Full Sail University, Orlando, Florida

Samuel Grace
sites.google.com/site/samuelcgrace

•   Music Major
•   Master of Music in Choral Conducting, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota (Expected 2014, with 

teaching licensure)
•   Director of Music, Calvin Presbyterian Church, Orono, Minnesota
•   2010–2011 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

Abbie Johnson
•   Music Major
•   US Navy, Flute/Piccolo, Virginia Beach, Virginia
•   Freelance Flute/Piccolo and Singer

Alexander Legeros
•   Philosophy Major
•   Master of Arts in Arts Management and Cultural Leadership (in progress), University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 

Minnesota
•   42-R Bassoonist, 451st Army Band, US Army, Fort Snelling
•   Executive Assistant, The Musical Offering, Minneapolis/Saint Paul
•   Bronze Sculptor Assistant, Nicolar Legeros, Incorporated



Jonathan L’Actuator Monk 
•   Philosophy Major
•   Instrumental Music Assistant, Saint Paul Central High School, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Benjamin Mordecai
•   Music Major
•   Private Studio, Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Auditioning for vocal ensembles

Rachel Peters
apsu.edu/csa/rachel-peters

•   Music Major
•   Flute Instructor and Director of Flute Choir, Community School of the Arts, Austin Peay State University, 

Clarksville, Tennessee
•   Published Composer: Strings, Winds, and Chamber Orchestra
•   Soloist, Grace Lutheran Church  

Sean Prichard
•   Music Major
•   Teaching ESL: English as a Second Language, Seoul, Korea
•   Freelance Percussionist and Composer

Tanya Rupp
•   Music Major
•   Piano Teacher and Administrative Assistant, Wirth Center for the Performing Arts, Saint Cloud, Minnesota

Ben Wolf
•   Music and Physics Majors
•   Master of Science in Architectural Acoustics, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, New York
•   Acoustician, Daly-Standlee and Associates, Beaverton, Oregon

2012
Chad Allen 

•   Psychology Major
•   Minneapolis Media Institute for Music Productions

Brittany Barkholtz
•   Music Honors
•   RIC Contact and Program Assistant with ReconcilingWorks, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Chris Duhaime
•   Communication Studies Major and Music Minor 
•   Assistant Digital Project Manager, Manning Digital, Chicago, Illinois
•  Specialist, Apple, Incorporated, Chicago, Illinois

Yanna Georgas
•   Music Major
•   Early Music Education Instructor, School for Rock, Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota

Chris Gough
•   Music Major
•   Orchestra Director, Wayzata Middle School West and Central, Wayzata, Minnesota

Devon Marschall
•   Music Major
•   Teller, New Market Bank, Prior Lake, Minnesota

Andrew Phillips
•   Music Major
•   Substitute Teacher, Kelly Services
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Brittney Raasch
•   Music and French Majors
•   Master of Music in Horn Performance (in progress), Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana.

Nicole Wamma
•   Music Honors
•   Flood Mitigation Field Data Collector, Hazard Mitigation Branch, FEMA Joint Field Office, New York, New York
•   Orchestral Bassist, formerly with Mankato Symphony Orchestra, Mankato, Minnesota
•   Bassist, Piano Teacher
•   2011–2012 Presser Scholar Award, Gustavus Adolphus College

2013
Michael Asmus

•   Music Major
•  Harpsichord study with Asako Hirabayashi, St. Paul, Minnesota
•  Professional Accompanist, Gustavus Adolphus College

Anna Giles
•   Vocal Performance Music Major and Theatre Minor
•   Intern, teach and tutor English language, United International College, Zhuhai, China. Plans to start a music club 

teaching American Song

Tim Grev
•   Music Major
•  Applying to graduate schools and preparing orchestral audition excerpts

Elizabeth Hauer
•   Music Education Major
•   5–12 Band Director, Sleepy Eye, Minnesota
•   2012–2013 Presser Scholar Award

Stephen Hilding
•   Music Major
•   Master of Divinity (in progress), Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota

Camille Jarvis
•   Music Major
•  Disaster Response and Recovery, AmeriCorps NCCC-FEMA Corps, Baltimore, Maryland

Daniel Olson
•   Music Education Major
•  Applying for teaching positions

Joseph Thomas
•   Music Education Major
•  Applying for teaching positions

Joseph Turner
•   Music Major
•  Applying for teaching positions

Benjamin Whalen
•   Music and Religion Majors
•   Lutheran Volunteer Corps, Habitat for Humanity, Minneapolis/Saint Paul, Minnesota
•   Pursue a career in Youth Ministry



special Gustavus Professional Music Organization
Bend in the River Big Band
https://gustavus.edu/quarterly/files/quarterly-fall-08.pdf

This group consists of Gustavus graduates Steve Truran ’87 trumpet, Chris Sasik ’86 trumpet, Chuck Linderkamp ’86 
sax, Philip Belin ’82 trumpet, Bruce Olson ’76 sax, John Egnell ’78 trumpet, Leanne Ekstadt ’79 oboe, Paul Rippe ’82 
sax, David Miller ’80 piano, Peter Karstad ’85 bass, Keith Nelson ’86 trombone, Becky Schmidt Weiland ’88 sax, Mark 
Mohwinkel ’80 trombone, Alex Lindstrom ’99 trombone, and Ben Anderson ’98 drums.
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